








xog 

















oe 


Gye Sanday School Games 


MOWELL BIBLE Lispapy 









Copyright, 1954, by The ay School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter oy 16, 1 “Se the ) post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under 
of March: 3, 1879. Entered as second-class matter at the a, Canada. , 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


” Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila, 5, Pa., U.S.A 


Philadelphia, October 9, 1954 
Volume Ninety-six, No. 41 


mort! -y ~~ i Ode ESS 





Lesson for October 24 


in this issue 





Lesson 4.—Guidance for Family Living. 
Proverbs 4; 6:20 to 7:27; 17:1; 19:13, 14; 
31:10-31. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
. Hosea in the Davis Bible Dictionary.. 830 


What About the Heathen? By Allen Bow- 
man, Ph.D. 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 
By Ernest Gordon 


Children—The Stolen Pins. By Vivian D. 
Gunderson ,.. 


The Revelation Series 
(Announcement) 


International Uniform Lesson ....... 


C.E. Topic—A Channel of _: Peace. By 
John W. Lane, Jr. 


For Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
worth, D.D. ..... 


in Book Form 


836-843 


Climbing With Christ 
By Ida A. Guirey 


W E NEVER climb the hill alone, 
For with us, be it ever known, 
Is One whose wounded hands and —_ 
Proclaim to us the Crucified. 


Though steep and difficult the road, 
And oft we bear a heavy load, 

Beneath our load He puts His hand 
And bids us in His footprints stand. 


And so with courage on we go 

More perfectly that One to know 
Whose fellowship makes climbing sweet, 
With power wings our weary feet. 


And when upon the heights we stand 
Hand clasped in that nail-piercéd Hand, 
What glorious visions will repay 

The difficulties of the way! 


Love That Casts Out Fear 


How does perfect love cast out fear? . 


The Apostle John says that it does: 
“There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made 
perfect in love” (1 John 4:18). Love 
is mentioned forty-six times in the King 
James Version of the first Letter of the 
aged apostle, and the context of the 
verse just quoted has to do with God’s 
great love for us. Verse 16 declares that 





“he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God, and God in him”; and verse 19, 
“We love him, because he first loved 
us.” This helps us to understand how it 
is that “perfect love casteth out fear,” 
for it is illogical to think of one who 
makes God his dwelling place and yet 
who is afraid. “The eternal God is thy 
dwelling-place, and underneath’are the 
everlasting arms” (Deut, 33:27, A.S.V.). 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble” (Psa. 46:1). “He 
that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say of Jehovah, 
He is my refuge and my fortress; my 
God, in whom I trust” (Psa. 91:1, 2). 
A believer who really rests by faith on 
such wonderful words as these should 
have no fear; and certainly no believer 
would have fear if he could see and feel 
the arms of God upholding him. Doubt- 
less the perfect love that John spoke 
about included first, the knowledge of, 
and then, complete trust in God’s perfect 
love for us. It contains also the assurance 
that, since He loves us with so great a 
love, He has the will, the wisdom, and 
the power to do what is best for us. In 
this passage in his first Epistle John 
continually emphasizes God's love for us, 
and out of this grows our love for Him 


and our love for all those who have 
been brought into God’s family. The 
better we understand His love for us, 
the greater will be our love for Him. 
This passage is a good commentary on 
Romans 8:28, “And we know that all 
things work together for ‘good to them 
that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” Only 
as we believe with all our hearts that 
God leves us can we also understand 
and believe that all things work together 
for our good. We shall then look up to 
Him, simply and confidingly, as a little 
child looks to its mother, trusting the 
mother to do what is best for it. But 
we need the working of the Holy Spirit 
in our hearts to convince us of these 
great truths, and to enable us to rest 
upon them at all times and in all cir- 
cumstances. Satan will use many de- 
vices to make us question the love of 
God, and then to turn our eyes away 
from Him; and when he succeeds, he 
quenches the love in our hearts which 


‘casts out fear. Our part is to yield our- 


selves unreservedly to the Spirit, and 
then to trust Him to work—in fact, to 
believe that He is working. “The love 
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” 
(Rom, 5:5). 


ll. The Martyrs of the French Galleys 


This is the second of two editorials telling of the persecution of Hugue- 
nots in France in the period from 1545 to 1750. They are appropriate 
for Reformation Sunday, October 31. The editorials summarize a book 


in French 


(of which there is no English translation) entitled “Les 


Protestantes sur les Galéres,” by Jacques Kaltenbach, published by 
the Reformed Churches in Marseilles, Tat Sunpay Scnoo. Times does not 
plan to reprint the two editorials. 


Y AN order of 1685, the chaplain of 
B each galley was to conduct morn- 
ing and evening prayers and Mass 
on Sundays, with catechizing of the 
criminals. The chaplains insisted that 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And God saw their works, that 
they turned from their evil way; 
and God repented of the evil, that 
he had said that he would do unto 
them; and he did it not” (Jonah | 











3:10). 














Protestants should take off their caps and 
turn toward the altar during Mass. To- 
day many would think this but a mat- 
ter of politeness. The galleyists knew 
better. It would be considered the first 
step to abjuration. “If they saw us in 
the same attitude as Catholics,” said Jean 
Bancillon, “they would consider us as 


Catholics.” - The Lazarist fathers deter- 
mined to make them yield and. therein 
had the assistance of Bonbelle the com- 
mandant of all the galleys. They or- 
dered the bastinado (a form of beating) 
of all Protestants until they were willing 
to yield and show respect to the Mass. 
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So Bonbelle went through the galleys, 
two at a time—there were forty in all, 
_ scourging the recalcitrants and begin- 
ning again with the first when the initial 
, found was finished. Many died. The 

favorite exhortation used by him to con- 
vert these poor martyrs was, “Kneel at 
Mass, and if in the posture you do not 
wish to pray to God, pray to the Devil. 
What matters it to us?” 

The report of December 20, 1700, signed 
by seventeen galleyists, who refused to 
remove their caps at Mass and were 
scourged for it, is extant. 

The martyr was held down by four 
men. A Turk beat his naked back with 
tarred rope saturated in salt water. The 
guard beat the Turk to stir him to 
greater effort. Each blow left an open 
wound. They inflicted usually 40, 50, 
60, even 100. But those who suffered 
the last rarely survived. 

Lest gangrene should set in, they rub- 
bed the sores with vinegar and coarse 
salt, but often repeated the scourging 
on the morrow. Pierre Serres, after a 
terrible bastinado, wrote October 8, 1700: 

“To the dear faithful, who are not 
ashamed of me in my bonds, peace, love, 
and grace from our Saviour be multi- 
plied to you to the end. 

“I write to you, shackles on wrists 
and the marks of my divine Jesus 
stamped on my back. What thanks have 
I to render my God for the inestimable 
favor He has shown me to allow me to 
suffer for His glory! Let all Christian 
people praise Him with me.” 

Most of the Protestants showed the 
same patience. Jean Cazales, condemned 
to eight blows, cried, “Lord, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” These 
words cost him twenty more lashes, 

But this cruelty finally put out of 
action the best rowers in the ships, and 
for this reason alone became less com- 
mon. 

The Christian galleyists organized a 
secret society for mutual help and en- 
couragement which they called “the Suf- 
fering Church.” They wrote: 

“Because of the sad state to which we 
are reduced by the just judgment of 
God, who has found it right to put us 
in the crucible of affliction to purify us 
from our stains, we should serve each 
other as pastors, following the exhorta- 
tion of St. Paul to help one another and 
to stir one another to charity and good 
works. We engage ourselves, therefore, 
in a spirit of charity, carefully to watch 
over the conduct of our suffering body, 
to correct those who sin, to encourage 
the weak and wavering, to console the 
sick and those execeptionally persecuted 
that God, who has freely given us not 
‘only to believe in Christ but also to suffer 
for Him, may be glorified as much by 
the purity of our conduct and our con- 
stancy as by our sufferings in chains.” 

If on any galley there happened to be 
an unlettered Protestant or those with 
little comprehension of Christian doc- 
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‘trine, they charged the best qualified 


on each galley to see to his instruction. 

Huguenots in Switzerland, Holland, 
England, and Germany sought, as they 
could, to relieve the misery of their 
brethren, sending gifts to Marseilles 
merchants which Turkish slaves in the 
city smuggled to the galleys. A strange 
contrast, their disinterestedness and 
perilous Moslem kindness to the limit- 
less cruelty of the Catholic oppressors. 
At times this traffic was discovered. 
Francois Sabatier of Nimes was brought 
before the Intendant, who demanded 
the name of his benefactor. When he 
refused to give it he was scourged until 
he lost consciousness. They continued 
to beat his poor body; nevertheless he 
survived, and for the rest of his days 
was weak and almost voiceless. 

The Protestants also found, among 
their criminal fellow sufferers, compas- 
sion and marks of esteem. These crim- 
inals called them “Monsieur.” At times 
the captains of the galleys gave witness 
to their confidence in their integrity by 
putting them in charge of provisions and 
by accepting their word as decisive in 
disputes. The commander of galleys at 
Dunkirk even made Jean Bancillon the 
guard of his office. When he learned 
that Catholic missionaries purposed to 
visit the galleys to confiscate religious 
books, letters, and any money the mar- 
tyrs possessed, he forewarned them to 
conceal their property. 

In general the priests sought to worsen 
rather than to lighten the fate of these 
unfortunates, but there were exceptions. 
Louis de Merolles mentioned gratefully 
one who, seeing his nakedness, procured 
clothing together with an oil lamp so 
that he might read the Scriptures. But 
he who showed the greatest sympathy 
to those he was charged to convert was 
the Catholic chaplain, Jean Bion. This 
was his testimony: 

“I went to the galleys to console them, 
but had more need of consolation than 
they. Never among all the cries which 
human nature puts forth did one hear 
from them a word of impatience or 
abuse. The Eternal God was their 
refuge. It was He alone who called 
them to His service. Their wounds were 
so many mouths which preached to me 
the reformed religion and their blood 
was for me the seed of regeneration.” 

In 1707 Jean Bion fled to Geneva and 
thence to London, where he became 
minister of the French Protestant 
Church in the suburb of Chelsea. 

There were no pastors in the galleys. 


Pastors were condemned to death. The 


galley rowers were laymen without the- 
ological training or special consecration, 
who had volunteered to be the spiritual 
helpers of the church. Louis XIV had 
thought that churches, deprived of pas- 
tors, temples, and services, would soon 
disintegrate and disappear. He was 
checkmated by these peasants, mer- 
chants, officials, workmen, and large- 
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landed proprietors dispossessed of their 
property, who undertook by word or 
pen to instruct their persecuted brethren, 
The court of Versailles would not en- 
dure that. So it buried the worst of- 
fenders in dungeons of the Castle d’Tf, 
the Citadel of St, Nicholas, and the Fort 
St. Jean at Marseilles. 

Isaac Le Febvre was an attorney in the 
Parlement de Paris, the administrator 
of the goods of many great Protestant 
families. The Marquise of St. André, 
one of those who abjured, said to him: 

(Continued on page 843) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Hosea in the 
Davis Bible Dictionary 


I recently bought “A Dictionary of 
the Bible,” by John D, Davis (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$5.95), a sound edition of which has 
been mentioned in your paper. And 
it is very nice . . . but, the second 
day I had it, I was reading about 
“Hosea,” and, on page 326, I found, 
“It is necessary to reject the genuine- 
ness not only of these prophecies in 
Hosea, but also...” 

That sounds to me like modern 
Higher Criticism. Maybe I just can- 
not understand the article. I wish that 
one of your experts would read it and 
tell me what he thinks —An Indiana 
reader, 

The Editors submitted the reader’s 
question to the reviewer who prepared 
the editorial review of the reprint of the 
fourth edition of the Davis Bible Dic- 
tionary, which appeared in THe SuNDAY 
Scnoot Trmes of April 17, 1954. His re- 
ply follows: 2 


The value of the Davis Bible Dic- 
tionary consists in the fact that Dr. 
Davis has condensed into it a great 
amount of material about the Bible. 
Most important is his presentation of 
the materials in various parts of the 
Bible which throw light on other parts. 
These are arranged under the particu- 
lar subjects in such a way as to make 
it easier to understand the matters in- 
volved. 

Thus, in the article on the Book of 
Hosea, he begins with a discussion of 
who Hosea was, and when he prophe- 
sied, and gives references from other 
books which throw light upon these 
particular matters. Then he takes up 
the main divisions of the Book in or- 
der, discussing certain outstanding 
problems of interpretation, on which 
there have been widespread differences 
of opinion. The material on these sub- 
jects which he presents in the course 
of two pages, if written out in simple 
language for the elementary student, 
would probably fill a dozen pages. ... 

Dr, Davis’s book does not devote a 
great amount of its space to the dis- 
cussion of critical problems. That is 


(Continued on page 845) 
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What About the Heathen? 


Are there evidences of divine truth among them? 





makes a remarkable historical state- 

ment and reminds us that it has 
great ethical significance. , He says that 
God has revealed Himself sufficiently to 
the heathen so that He rightfully expects 
something of them. “Because that which 
may be known of God is manifest in 
them; for God shewed it unto them. 
For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and God- 
head; so that they are without excuse: 
because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their im- 
aginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened” (Rom, 1:19-21, A.\S.V.). And 
the apostle goes on to explain how they 
fell into idolatry and into deep degra- 
dation, and how God will hold them 
responsible. 

To the evolutionist Paul’s statement 
does not make sense. The evolutionary 
theory holds that the religion of the 
primitives began back in the ape-man 
stage (or possibly a stage or two later) 
with animism and kindred practices, and 
that it climbed slowly and painfully up- 
ward through long ages to the higher 
plane that we find among advanced peo- 
ple today. The evolutionist regards mon- 
otheism as the final result of the ascent 
of religion. He dismisses not only Ro- 
mans, chapter 1, but also Genesis, chap- 
ters 1 to 3, as totally unreliable. 


Pagan Cults Represent Degeneration 

This naturalistic theory, although 
widely questioned by close students of 
history as well as by lovers of the Bible, 
still appears in many schoolbooks and 
popular magazines. It colors the think- 
ing of multitudes. But is it true? We 
can afford to examine, the matter with 
care. 

If the great apostle’s view is correct, 
we would expect to find heathenism 
something of a mixture of the high and 
the low. If pagan cults do, indeed, 
represent a degeneration from some first 
contact with God at the dawn of his- 
tory, surely they will show traces of 
that high beginning. Surely also the 
heathen person, although sitting in deep 
darkness, would have a conscience. He 
would experience a sense of sin and a 
longing for something better. And 
surely the heathen, however degraded, 
would have some notion of man’s origin, 
some idea of the soul and its value, 
certain intimations of immortality. 

Not only would we expect to find all 
these phenomena in the heathen world, 
but history would show evidences of 
them from earliest times. 


I: THE first chapter of Romans Paul 


What are the facts? There is evidence 





Christians who witness to others 
know by experience that the ques- 
tion of the pagan’s responsibility to 
God is frequently raised both by un- 
believers and church members. This 
article by the professor of history at 
Marion College, Marion, Ind., pre- 
sents interesting and important find- 
ings of scientific explorers which 
show that heathen peoples very gen- 
erally have some idea of a supreme 
being and His power and attributes. 








on the subject. Scientists and other 
world travelers by the score have ob- 
served pagan peoples at first hand. Mis- 
sionaries by the hundred have lived long 
years among them and have become in- 
timately acquainted with their thinking 
and their worship. A host of scholars 
have delved deeply into pagan literature 
and tradition. A single learned work 
like that of Dr. Wilhelm Schmidt on 
“The Origin of the Idea of God” runs 
into several volumes. Schmidt's one- 
volume work entitled “The Origin and 
Growth of Religion” cites long lists of 
books and articles. In Dr. Samuel M. 
Zwemer’s “The Origin of Religion” the 
Select bibliography alone occupies eight 
pages. What, then, do we find? 

In the first place, heathen peoples 
very generally have some idea of a 
supreme Being. For want of a better 


‘term scholars often call this deity the 


Sky God or High God. The heathen 
commonly speak of him as a father. He 
transcends their lesser deities. This in- 
eresting tradition stands out in the ethnic 
religions of the East. Dr. Timothy Rich- 
ards, who spent over fifty years in China, 
found that he actually insulted the 
pagans by suggesting that they had no 
idea of a supreme God. The farther 
back historians go, the mare evidence 
they find. In India, for example, there 
is the mythical Varuna, a prehistoric 
deity of clearly supreme attributes. 

In Egypt the ancient religious litera- 
ture is strikingly tinged with monothe- 
ism. In Arabia long before Mohammed 
the natives were strongly influenced by 
the same concept. The Persians, with 
their ancient Zoroastrianism, are another 
case in point. Likewise among low cul- 
ture groups like the American Indians 
and the South Sea Islanders the tradi- 
tion of a Great Spirit shines out per- 
sistently through the ‘darkness of poly- 
theism. The idea, indeed, is well-nigh 
universal. How are we to account for it? 

This High God appears under many 
names, but has everywhere been re- 
garded as eternal, all-powerful, and 
benevolent. He figures prominently in 
the creation myths. Shining like gems 
in the mire of heathen superstition, these 
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+ es are found in great profusion. 
very religion and every mythology pre- 
sents the concept of an orderly beginning 
of things affected by a great Intelligence. 
Some of the accounts’ are sprinkled with 
remarkable similarities to the Genesis 
story. 

The heathen look back wistfully to a 
Golden Age when all things came fresh 
from the hand of the Supreme Being. 
Remarkable, too, is the fact that always 
the creation of man is placed on a higher 
level than the creation of animals. How 
did pagans of all stages of culture get 
this glimmering of truth concerning the 
origin of the world and of man? 

Still another noteworthy phenomenon 
is the ever-present conscience in the 
pagan bosom. The Golden Age back 
in the dim past is represented as having 
ended tragically through human folly. 
(Interestingly, it is often the woman's 
weakness that is supposed to have pro- 
duced ‘man’s downfall!) All known 
heathen peoples, however low in the 
scale, have definite ideas of right and 
wrong, and all are conscious of moral 
failure. Among those of higher culture 
—witness India, for example—the spir- 
itual hunger is heartbreaking to behold. 


Are They Doing the Best They Can? 


Some naive notions on this subject 
circulate in our country. Vividly do I 
recall a typical discussion which took 
place some time. ago in an American 
college community. Within the group 
there was the usual speculation as to 
the moral responsibility of people whose 
darkened minds were untouched by the 
Gospel. Were not the heathen doing the 
best they could? But it so happened 
that a scientist was present, a man born 
in the Orient. Keen and alert, he had 
perfect command of the native language, 
and for years his contacts with the peo- 
ple had been very close. The turn of 
the discussion brought a smile to his lips. 
Politely but emphatically he informed 
us that no pagans to his knowledge were 
“doing the best they could.” He had 
never found One who professed to live 
up to the standards of his own heathen 
religion. 

How are we to explain this universal 
sense of sin? 

Equally significant is’ the general 
pagan belief in immortality. The most 
ancient burial customg offer unmistak- 
able proof. The belief is commonly con- 
nected with the idea of future rewards 
and punishments. Everywhere, through- 
out the ages, the heathen have realized 
that death does not end all and that the 
soul is somehow accountable to a'higher 
power. This is an all-important con- 


viction:; Where did they get it? 
(Continued on page 844) 
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of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE late Dr. N. F. Ockerblad was 

for thirty-five years professor in 

the Kansas University School of 
Medicine, an outstanding specialist in the 
field of urinogenital surgery, which was 
also the field of Prof. Howard A. ‘Kelly 
at Johns Hopkins. His Christian. testi- 
mony is published in “A Surgeon’s Last 
Words” (fifteen pages, Moody Press). 

His concern was the spiritual life of 
the men of his profession, “successful, 
many of them, but dreadfully unhappy, 
although they would not admit it. An 
alarming number are chronic alcoholics. 
They are troubled by the realities of 
life and by the mystery and terror of 
death.” 

He himself was a. spiritual rebel at 
one time, but he called on God for 
cleansing from all unrighteousness and 
for reinstatement as a child of God. 
“This God did, and since then joy has 
been my lot.” 

“My plea to medical men, young and 
old, is to stop, look, and listen now 
before it is too late, and to find this 
wonderful Saviour, so easily found and 
so easily entreated. If one seeks after 
Him, one will not have to seek long. 
One may kneel down beside his bed, 
or anywhere, alone, and say to God in 
his own words, ‘God, be merciful to me 
a sinner. For long I would not listen, 
but now, God, I wish to come. Give 
me the spiritual birth that will make 
me a true child of God. This I ask in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.’ 

“If you really mean it, your life will 
be changed from the moment you get 
up off your knees. Confession before 
men should follow, and then associa- 
tion with Christian men,” and here Dr. 
Ockerblad heartily recommends the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee for 
real fellowship in the new life. 

Dr. Ockerblad’s months of sickness 
were lightened with reports of Chris- 
tian testimony in jails, barracks, and 
especially at the Center for soldiers, in 
all of which he had been active. He 
directed on his deathbed that, instead 
of funeral flowers, money should be sent 
to the Kansas City Service Center, 


On the same Sunday on which the 
World Council of Churches opened in 
a Chicago suburb (followed with pro- 
cession, pageant, dancings, and trumpet 
notes), in Boston Archbishop Cushing 
“blessed fleet in Marian rites,” to bor- 
row the newspaper headline jargon. 
More than 25,000 persons took part in 
“this first Marian marine pageant ever 
held in the United States.” ; 

Certainly it was a small affair com- 
pared with what was going on in color- 
ful Evanston, but there were, neverthe- 
less, more than four hundred sailboats 


and motorcraft in “the long dignified 
procession which passed the shrine on 
which stood a tall statue of the Holy 
Mother. When the Archbishop stepped 
on the shrine, foghorns and boat whistles 
blasted, and fireboats gushed multicol- 
ored streams of water into the air.” 

The Archbishop blessed the water, the 
boats, and “all who enter the water or 
ride upon it.” In the tradition of the 
Feast of the Assumption, the Arch- 
bishop’s blessing of the Bay carried a 
special blessing to anybody stepping into 
the water. Accordingly, he urged the 
crowd on shore to wade in (in their 
Sunday best) to gain the blessing in 
their personal combat against physical 
and spiritual ailments. (So do multi- 
tudes of Hindu pilgrims at the junction 
of the Ganges and Jumna rivers, in or- 
der “to make merit.”) 

The Archbishop turned and led the 
enormous assembly, “shore-bound and 
water-borne,” in a _ recitation of the 
Rosary. The boats came from fifty- 
seven yacht clubs, and there were Coast 
Guard and Navy craft, Boston police 
and fire boats with other Government 
vessels, to offer State -homage to the 
Church of Mary. 

Let us turn to something more edify- 
ing than either Evanston or Boston. 
Kirchentag (Church Day) 1954 was held 
in the East Zone of Germany, in Leipsic, 
bringing together at the final rally 350,- 
000 in the Hall of the Soviet Union. The 
teaching was Biblical and solidly evan- 
gelical to which old and young gave 
serious attention; the motto, “Rejoicing 
in Hope.” Final greetings to all Chris- 
tians of the world began with the words 
of Christ, “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid.” Then they continued in the 
real spirit of Christian unity: 

“We stand fast together, for the peace 
of Christ exercises authority over ‘us. 
Because we love Jesus Christ, we can 
never separate ourselves from each other. 
Because we live united to him, there- 
fore we will share one another’s bur- 
dens.” 

Here is the true ecumenicism, that of 
the Spirit, expressed at the very time 
when, in Evanston, divided churchmen 
were refusing to recognize each other 
at the Lord’s table. 

Five hundred large white flags with 
a purple cross dominated the squares 
and streets of Leipsic, nor did they for- 
get to play Bach in the Thomaskirche, 
where he once had his boy choirs. Fifty 
thousand people had to be lodged and 
fed and guided. The monumental effi- 
ciency of Germany displayed itself again. 


By ERNEST GORDON 


The soup kitchen alone fed that many 
with a bowl of thick soup, a loaf of 
bread, a pound of cold sausage, and 
oceans of hot tea! 

In “Power” Mr. Larson writes of Dr. 
Robert A. Cameron, formerly instructor 
in mathematics in the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, now professor in 
the University of Minnesota. The win- 
ner of the coveted Chauvent. Prize in 
1945, he confines himself chiefly to coach- 
ing students in higher mathematics for 
their doctor’s degree. When studying 
mathematics at Brown, he took night 
classes in the Providence Bible Institute; 
then moved to the Institute for Advanced 
Studies at Princeton. Now he is active 
in the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship and teaches a Bible class in the 
Central Free Church, Minneapolis, which 
class is so appreciated that it has to be 
held in the main auditorium. At the 
Institute of Technology, he opened his 
office for Inter-Varsity meetings and 
wins students to Christ, entertaining 
them in his own home. 

Here is his witness to answered prayer. 
He had been working for the Navy and 
had labored on a problem for a month: 

“IT had the outline of the answer, but 
could not get the details. I -was so 
completely stuck that I was beaten. I 
left the library for my office discouraged 
and ready to resign from that phase of 
my work, 

“I got down on my knees in my office 
and started to pray. I opened the Bible 
to Daniel 2:28: ‘There is a God in 
heaven that revealeth secrets.’ I told 
God that unless He gave me help in this 
baffling problem, I would have to give 
it up. I asked Him to reveal it to me, 
and promised that if He did so, I would 
acknowledge it in public at a proper 
time: To show God that I meant busi- 
ness, I wrote the prayer down. 

“I went back to the library, took down 
the same ,book, read the same pages, 
went over the same formulas—and in a 
few minutes knew how to put them to- 
gether to solve the problem.” 

Temperance Education in Congo 
Schoels.—The Star Library at Leverville, 
the Belgian Congo, issues a series of 
booklets for the general enlightenment 
of the native people. They cover a wide 
range—biography, science, handwork, 
literature, the story of Columbus, ele- 
ments of astronomy, automobile con- 
struction, principles of family education, 
and so on. The sixty-sixth in the list 
is on “Alcohol and Alcoholism.” It is 
delightful to learn that this colonial gov- 
ernment is leading the way in warning 
its wards of the dangers from drink, 

There is no casuistry here, but an hon- 
est, uncompromising statement of the 





te £4 





> ~~ aan ah ch 2 ae 


—o of « 


nm o 








tt £% 











Lesson for October 24 


peril to which Africa is today exposed 
from both native and imported alcohol. 
On the cover is the poison label, with 
skull and crossbones. They prick the 
sophisms with which we in America 
have been bedevilled in the last decade. 
Why do people drink? “To overcome 
shyness,” say some. A childish excuse. 
“Because of the nutritive value of drink.” 
False reasoning, in Congoland as in 
America. So “the lies of alcohol” are 
examined one by one. Chapter three 
is on “Alcohol Our Enemy”—the enemy 
of the individual, of the family, of so- 
ciety. It is the source of very many 
diseases, It is, as the greatest 8f physi- 
ologists, Claude Bernard, said, “the per- 
fect type of a poison of the nervous sys- 
tem.” 

The Congo Government limits the sale 
of stronger liquors. “Do not call this 
white discrimination against the blacks. 
It is, on the contrary, a favor, a protec- 
tion. You should not seek to imitate the 
bad habits of the whites. These are not 
‘Western civilization, but the repudiation 
of civilization. 

“Congo friends, think of your future, 
of the welfare of your children. Wher- 
ever possible call for restrictions on the 
sale of drink, for the closing of bars. 

“And, Christian Congolese, realize that 
the battle against drink demands above 
all that we really live our religion, and 
that not merely in words.” 

Thirty-four pages of instruction and 
guidance. Elementary, of course! It is 
written for those emerging from cen- 
turies of savagery. Yet truer than much 
that passes for alcohol science in alcohol- 
cursed America. 


In a sermon by Father H. Blocher (in 
a series for the Marian year and entitled 
“The Great Mother of God”), we are 
told of the shrine to Mary in course 
of erection in Washington. The crypt 
alone is complete, “the most magnificent 
in existence,” with marbles and mosaics 
and murals. The altar is a two-ton 
block of golden onyx from Algiers. 

It will take a half century to com- 
plete this “mighty basilica of Mary” 465 
feet long with a dome 254 feet high and 
a slender campanile even higher (332 
feet). “Nowhere in the world will there 
be a church in Mary’s honor so impos- 
ing, so marvelous, so lavish, so beauti- 
ful. Since she is God’s Mother, nothing 
is too good for her,” for, quoting St. 
Peter Damien, “as the light of the sun 
so greatly surpasses that of all the stars 
so. that in it, they are no longer visible 

. so does the great Virgin Mother 
surpass in sanctity the whole court of 
heaven.” 

This church apparently symbolizes the 
planned making of “this vast, strong, 
still-growing young country of the Stars 
and Stripes, Mary’s Land.” So it was 
decreed in 1846, when a Catholic Council 
chose Mary Immaculate as the official 
Patroness of the United States. It is 
even pointed out that “America spells 
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Maria,” that is, that all the letters of 
the name Maria are to be found in 
America. A pamphlet by Jesuit father, 
Daniel A. Lord, is entitled “Mary, Mother 
of the United States.” 

Well, man proposes; God disposes. 
Many stupendous things will unques- 
tionably happen before the Washington 
shrine reaches completion. Under a 
picture of Mary of Fatima before me 
is written, “The fate of the world is in 
your hands” (i.e., Mary’s). How differ- 
ent will the unfolding years be from 
that! 

An image of Mary, with a crown of 
jewels worth $50,000, has been offered 
the United Nations, but declined. 

This and other news notes have been 


sent me with other interesting Catholic 


literature. The sender took pains to 
write. a quotation from St. Thomas 
Aquinas, “Heretics may be not only ex- 
communicated, but also justly put to 
death.” This in connection with infor- 
mation regarding the formation of an 
Aquinas Guild for Catholic educators at 
Columbia University and made up of 
professors in institutions in the New 
York area. \ 


It will be remembered that thirty years 
ago a remarkable, spontaneous evangel- 
ical movement broke out in the Ivory 
Coast, W. Africa, under the leadership 
of a native called Prophet Harris. What 
is its present status? Mr. Beetham re- 
ports in the Methodist Recorder much 
that is encouraging. Thus: 

“The local preachers from ten big 
neighboring villages met for their 
weekly sermon class, usually conducted 
by a catechist. I gave them the sermon 
for the week, and on Sunday, in all ten 
villages, the same sermon would be 
preached. 

“This is a tradition that cpmes from 
the days of Prophet Harris, and is one 
source of the strength of the church. At 
a similar preachers’ class on Saturday 
morning, in the circuit town of Dabou, 
there were over thirty preachers receiv- 
ing their message for the morrow. 

“There is a piety and simple trust in 
Jesus among older men and women 
which shows that they have traveled far 
beyond the short, sharp messages of 
Prophet Harris.” ' 


“Co-Laborers” is an organization, in- 
corporated in 1949, to help men and 
women, who feel called to the mission 
field, to find work abroad by which they 
can support themselves. It is not itself 
a sending organization. Rather it gath- 
ers information from the United States 
Government, from construction com- 
panies, from missionaries in the field, 
and from elsewhere. Already it has 
helped thirty-five Co-Laborers to work 
on foreign fields. 

Among these have been schoolteachers 
and United States Government workers 
in Japan, employees of oil companiés 
in the Near East, mechanics in Africa. 
A Seattle woman in middle life went to 
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Tokyo and opened a pension to which 
Americams flock, She holds Bible classes 
in her home nightly. Appeal was made 
to Maury Sand, the leader of Co- 
Laborers, by employees of oil companies, 
to start a school for American and Eng- 
lish children. He found three born- 
again schoolteachers, who set up a school 
where no missionary can enter. They 
have Bible classes for the children of 
oil company employees and through the 
children reach parents. They also have 
Bible classes for natives. 

Christians are also encouraged to go 
out under Four Point Programs. Co- 
Laborers is endorsed by the Inter-Var- 
sity Fellowship and by Youth for Christ. 


Dr. Thomas Courret, the Peruvian 
churchman who left the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, has been a person of im- 
portance in Peruvian Catholicism—Pro- 
fessor, Head of the Monastery in Cuzco; 
Rector of a college for candidates to 
the priesthood; Vice Principal of the 
Maryknoll Mission College in Puno 
Puno; Director-General of all the mon- 
asteries of Southern Peru; Superior of 
a monastery in Lima. When he protested 
against evil moral conditions in the mon- 
asteries, he was disciplined for it by’ in- 
carceration in state jails. Now he is 
free. Pray that he may be uSed to preach 
the Gospel in Latin America, 


Notes From Israel.—The establishment 
of the Hebrew-Christian Alliance in 
Israel by some two hundred Hebrew- 
Christians, awakened great _ interest. 
Newspaper editors sought interviews 
with the leaders. In a long Hebrew 
article in Haolam Haza, a vernacular 
newspaper, entitled, “Jews Who Have 
Chosen the Cross,” were interviews with 
the Rev. Max Enker, Dr. Fritz Cahn, and 
others. They were asked concerning 
their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
their attitude toward the State of Israel, 
and Jewish festivals. This gave them 
an opportunity to unfold the meaning of 
the Christian faith and their longing 
for reconciliation of Israel to the re- 
jected Christ. The Gospel was thus ex- 
pounded in their own newspaper in a 
way Jews could understand. 

Baron Edmond de Rothschild was 
pioneer in promoting Jewish settlement 
in Israel. Last spring his remains and 
those of his wife were brought on the 
Jewish naval frigate, Mivtau, “to be laid 
to eternal rest” in Zikhron ye’acov, one 
of the first villages he established. The 
coffins were covered with the flag of 
Israel and the colors of the House of 
Rothschild. The Chief Rabbi compared 
the Baron with Cyrus, who initiated 
the first return from Babylon, and to 
Joseph, whose bones were brought up 
from Egypt to Canaan during the Ex- 
odus. 

The cortege was preceded by young 
and old settlers from the forty-six vil- 
lages and settlements founded by the 
Baron, carrying bags of soil from their 
homes, which they placed about the 
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coffins in the mausoleum. Roads were 
lined with school children ahd others 
in respectful silence as the bodies passed. 

Jewish rabbis in America lead in the 
attempt to remove any vestige of re- 
ligion from the public schools. In Israel 
they are active in promoting rabbinic 
religion in the national army, publish- 
ing literature to that end. The organ 
of the Army Rabbinate is Machanayim, 
a weekly. 


M. Henri Lanctin publishes a letter 
which, he thinks, is typical of the feel- 
ing of a majority of the French in Can- 
ada. It is fruit of his radio ministry: 

“Dear Father: The Roman Catholic 
priests in earlier days allowed reading 
of the Gospels in schools and homes. 
Now they search for them and burn 
them. They know the. Bible can down 
them on many subjects. My wife did 
not believe in you, but I kept opening 
my radio every Sunday at a quarter to 
one, and she has been listening to your 
sermons. She was greatly surprised at 
first; now she understands that you are 
teaching the way of God, and says, ‘If 
we had a priest speaking that way of 
the Gospel!” We never have meditation 
on the Gospel for our poor souls.” 

M. Lanctin tells of a priest in his boy- 
hood who “when Mother sent me with 
five francs for a Mass for the soul of a 
deceased brother,” returned them with 
the words, “Your mother needs them 
more than I do. Everything will be all 
right.” 

That. is unusual! The following is 
normal. A poor woman has lost her be- 
loved husband, or her only child, There 
is deep sorrow, and she turns to the 
priest for comfort. And what comfort! 
“Yes, your dear one is in Purgatory, 
burning, arid only Masses can release 
him.” 

“But, Father, we have no money! The 
hospital, the doctor, the funeral have 
taken all.” 

“I can’t help that. Can’t you sell some- 
thing? There is nothing I can do until 
I have the money, and meanwhile your 
dear one is in torment.” 

“Yet he knows it is all falsehood. I 
have not yet met a priest who believed 
in the existence of Purgatory,” says M. 
Lanctin. 

One could wish a Knights of Colum- 
bus advertisement might treat this in- 
human and dishonest feature of their 
church doctrine. 

Romanism has its priests; Protestant- 
ism its theological traitors. 

Prof. Emil Brunner has gone to Tokyo 
to teach Japanese boys, and his theo- 
logical chair in Zurich has fallen to 
Prof, R, Bultmann. Dr. Koch of Mann- 
heim dropped into Bultmann’s classroom 
and heard him dilate on the Christologi- 
cal passage in Philippians 2:5-11, which, 
Bultmann said, “might well be a Gnos- 
tic hymn.” He tells of a young man 
present, who had been a skilled me- 
chanic, but had left all to preach Christ. 
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In that very classroom he had lost his 
faith, “the covers alone of his Bible 
remaining.” Dr. Koch mentions other 
harrowing instances of the same thing, 
consequent on Christless seminary teach- 


. ing. 


A letter in the Bulletin of the Evangel- 
ical Seminary in Aix-en-Provence is then 
added. It is from a German student 
who had gone to this seminary for his 
studies. His heart ‘is filled with joy 
over the'certainties of the Gospel, but 
he has had to return to Germany for 
official study. “I’m again subjected to 
the cold, damp drafts of criticism. It is 
painful to see how students, newborn 
and real children of God, fall before 
this destructive teaching.” 

Dr. W. L. Sangster, English Methodist, 
writes of his experiences in Hyderabad, 
where C. W. Posnett, “that gigantic man 
whose stamp is set deep over half this 
vast state,” established Central Halls. 
In these a dozen villages rally on im- 
portant occasions. They are just huge 
Sheds with sides open. “I have never 
seen people packed so tightly. Away 
we went! Action songs by children, 
recitation of texts, lyrics sung loud and 
glad, the solemn recitation of the Apos- 
tles’ Creed, Bible teaching, the offertory. 
We clapped! We sang! That mass of 
smiling, dusky faces beamed love and 
said, ‘Hallelujah!’ 

“IT put my message in a story, and 
saw the points register in their faces. 
On occasion, the interpreter enlarged 
my meaning and tested their under- 
standing by asking them questions. They 
roared the answers back. 

“What hath God wrought! In 1890 the 
total Christian community in all this 
vast area was 1,134. In 1941, 126,713; 
today, 150,000. Two thousand people, 
many ofghem caste Hindus, are taking 
Bible correspondence courses. In the 
Christ for Madras Crusade, launched 
by a nucleus of keen lay men and 
women, three hundred thousand people 
in the city have received, from the hands 
of five hundred volunteers, a copy of 
St. John’s Gospel in their own language. 
In one pastorate, at Christmas, Gobdd 
Friday, and Easter, every Christian fam- 
ily undertakes to give leaflets to five 
non-Christian homes, and so three thou- 
sand were distributed.” 

American Notes.—The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance is one of the earlier 
faith missionary movements, and one is 
rejoiced that its bow abides in strength. 
More than three million was contributed 
to it last year, a record sum. It works 
in twenty-two fields. At home it has 
over a: thousand churches with above 
sixty thousand members, 

The First Church of Boston, on Marl- 
boro Street, is the old Puritan parish 
church of pre-Unitarian days. At the 
last May meeting of Unitarians, the 
Unitarian ministers there foregathered 
went on record as opposing all recog- 
nition of God on coins and postage 
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stamps. Appropriate no doubt for them, 
this position. How many Unitarian min- 
isters would affirm that they had any 
real “trust in God” for salvation here- 
after or for His intervention in this life 
for their blessing? 

With the atheists of Russia they feel 
more at home. Dr. J. B. Matthews says 
that Unitarianism is the leading sup- 
porter of Communist fronts. -Out of 375 
active clergymen, 175 are affiliates and 


‘fellow travelers, 


Woodrow Yasuhara of Honolulu has 
a Sunday school in four languages—#Fili- 
pino, Japanese, Chinese, and English. 
Only the younger attendants under- 
stand English. Most of the children are 
from Buddhist homes, and Mr. Yasuhara 
himself is of Shinto background. The 
Sunday school numbers six hundred. 

The late Oscdr Zimmerman was a use- 
ful servant of Christ, Austrian by birth 
and converted in this country. His Im- 
manuel Mission to Seamen had its head- 
quarters in Berkeley, Calif., but its work- 
ers board ships and seek out the lost 
in the harbors of New York, London, 
Copenhagen, Capetown, Calcutta, Bang- 
kok, Singapore, Hong Kong, and else- 
where. His son continues his work. 

There are half a million Spanish-speak- 
ing people in New York City, and a Bible 
Institute for training Christian leader- 
ship among them is being established by 
the Latin America Mission. It will be 
headed by Mr. R. Archilla, pastor of 
the Independent Evangelical Church in 
the Bronx, a brilliant preacher and for- 
mer dean of the Bible Seminary in 
Costa Rica. 


Rome in the’ Philippines, according to 
Mr. Bancroft, pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Manila, is organized as 
never before. The Papal representative 
is Dean of the Diplomatic Corps. Cath- 
olic Action is steadily closing its grip 
on the Philippine schools; it is increas- 
ingly difficult to invite Catholics into 
Gospel services (“Sir, it is strictly pro- 
hibited by my religion”); huge new Ro- 
man Catholic churches and -monasteries, 
colleges, and seminaries are being 
erected; the priests are active in the 
political campaigns, 

Ellsworth Culver, with a group of 
four, fine young men, is heading the 
work of Orient Crusades among the 
clergy of the Philippine Independent 
Church (the Aglipayans). As of July 
1, they had contacted a total of 197 
priests, about one half of all. “Fifty of 
these men have sent in names of their 
parishioners requesting that we get them 
into our Bible correspondence course. 
Nearly all of the 197 priests have re- 
quested sermon helps, Bible studies, and 
have been given Bibles.” An open door 
indeed, and many adversaries—Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Unitarians, Monalistas, Divine 
Reason Groups, and, of course, the 
Church of Rome are all wooing these 
two million. It is a call to prayer. 
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Lesson for October 24 


Children at Home 


The Stolen Pins 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


(Retold from “Stories About School Girls,” by C.J.L., 
now out of print) 


EARLY a hundred years ago there 

lived in Persia a little girl named 
Kera. Kera could neither read nor 
write, for there was not one school for 
girls in all Persia! Kera was a bright 
little girl, and longed to learn things as 
her brothers did, but they would not 
help her at all. They said: “Books 
are not for girls. They have no brains, 
All they are good for is to work in the 
house and the fields.” So no one taught 
little Kera anything. She did not even 
know that it was a sin to steal. Kera 
did not know that the great God who 
had made her hated sin. 

One day great news came to the lit- 
tle village in Persia. An American lady 
had come to the country and wanted 
to open a school for girls. It was to be 
a boarding school, so that the girls could 
stay there, only going home for holidays. 
The girls were to be taught sewing, as 
well as reading, writing, singing, and the 
other things usually taught in school. 
Kera begged that she might go to school. 
Her father thought it very strange for 
a girl to attend school. -However, when 
he heard that the foreign lady was get- 
ting several girls from very nice homes, 
he said, “We might let Kera try it for 
one term.” She was delighted, although 
she was a little frightened to go away 
to stay in a strange place, 

But as soon as Kera got there and saw 
Miss Fiske’s kind face and all‘the other 
little girls, she was glad she had come. 

Miss Fiske taught her little pupils, in 
addition to all their school subjects, a 
little every day about the God who made 
them. Miss Fiske taught them that God 
is holy and hates sin. 

“What is sin?” asked Kera. 

Miss Fiske answered, “Stealing and 
lying are sins.” . 

One of the bigger girls said, “In our 
country everybody steals and tells lies. 
Why shouldn’t we?” 

Miss Fiske said, “God hates stealing 
and. lying. Those are sins, and sin must 
be punished.” 

Miss Fiske had some pretty little pins 
in her pincushion which she had brought 
from America. One evening she noticed 
that they were all gone. No one had 
been in the house all day excepting the 


* girls, so she-knew that one of the® had 


taken her pins. She called the girls 


together and told them that her pins 
had been stolen. She said, “I want the ° 
girl who took them to pat them back 
right away.” 

Every one of the girls answered, “No, 
I never. 


I never even saw them.” 
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Miss Fiske looked at each girl closely 
as she questioned her, in the hope that 
she might see one of the pins in her 
dress, but she did not. Then she said: 
“God knows who has taken my pins. 
I want you all to kneel down while I 
ask Him to show me where they are.” 
All the girls knelt down and Miss Fiske 
prayed, “Lord Jesus, Thou knowest all 
things. Thou knowest where my pins 
are. Please show me.” 

As soon as Miss Fiske had finished 
praying the thought flashed into her 
mind that she should look in the little 
girls’ caps. So when they had risen from 
their knees she said, “I want you girls 
to stand in line whilé I look for the pins 
in your caps.” 

At once Kera grabbed her cap very 





The Revelation Series 
in Book Form 


ANY Sunpay Scoot Times 

readers have asked whether 
the series of twenty-four articles 
on the Book of Revelation, by Mr. 
Edgar Ainslie, which have ap- 
peared in the Tres from March 
13 through September 4, will be 
made available in book form. 


The Times is glad to announce 
that this entire series will be pub- 
lished as a book under the title, 
“The Dawn of the Scarlet Age— 
Studies in the Book of Revelation.” 


Undoubtedly you will want to 
have for yourself these timely, 
challenging, and informing studies 
in permanent form, and there will 
also be friends and relatives to 
whom you will wish to send the 
book. The price will be $2, post- 
paid, and orders may be sent at 
once, to be filled as soon as copies 
are available. Just address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadel- 
phia 5; and state number of copies 
you wish. 











tightly, and said, “Don’t look in mine.” 

Miss Fiske said, “I will start with 
Kera.” She believed that God was di- 
recting her, so she felt carefully all 
over the cap. All her pins were in 
Kera’s cap, but hidden so carefully un- 
der folds of cloth that she might not 
have found them if she had not felt 
sure that Kera had taken them. Miss 
Fiske felt very sad that one of her pupils 
would steal from her and then lie about 
it, too. She said to Kera, “Stealing and 
lying are sins. God hates sin. Sins 
must be punished, so God showed me 
that you had taken the pins.” 

Kera was frightened to think of being 
punished. She did not know what the 
teacher would do to her. Miss Fiske 
let the other girls go out to play while 
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she talked to Kera. She told her that 
the Lord Jesus had come to earth to die 
for Kera’s sins, so that she could be 
saved and go to Heaven some day. Kera 
listened very earnestly. So one stolen 
pin would keep someone out of Heaven, 
and she had stolen ten! 

Miss Fiske explained how the Lord 
Jesus let wicked men hurt Him very 
much, and even kill Him, so _ that 
Kera could go to Heaven. Jesus had 
died because of her sins. Now He was 
alive again, and He wanted to take her 
sins away and make her His own child. 

Kera said, “Oh, I want Him to!” 
Then she knelt down with Miss Fiske 
and told the Lord Jesus that she was 
sorry for her sins. She thanked Him 
for dying for her, and asked Him to 
take her sins away and make her His 
own child. 


Miss Fiske said: “Now that you be- 
long to Jesus, your hands must never 
again take anything that does not be- 
long to you. Instead, they must do good 
things.” Then she gave Kera some ex- 
tra work to do. Kera was glad to do 
it, for she wanted to show the Lord 
Jesus that she lovéd Him now and 
wanted her hands to obey Him. * 

Before long several of the other pupils 
came to Jesus, and soon stealing and 
lying were unheard of in the school. 

When Kera and the other girls went 
home for vacation, their mothers were 
amazed at all they had learned, and 
they couldn’t help but notice how much 
better they behaved. They said, “We 
must get your teachers to come and 
teach us, too.” When Miss Fiske was 
asked to come to Kera’s house to teach 
some of the women of her village, she 
was very glad of the opportunity to tell 
them of the Lord Jesus. Most of these 
women had never been to a meeting 
before, so they all talked at once. 
“Where did you come from?” “Why 
don’t you wear rings in. your ears?” 
“Tell us about. your relatives”; and so 
on. Miss Fiske saw that she would have 
to get them’ to be quiet or she would 
not be able to teach them anything. 

So she said: “In my country, America, 
when one person speaks, the others are 
silent. I want to talk to you about a 
relation of yours and mine named Eve. 
But before I can tell you about her, I 
would like each of you to put your 
forefinger on your lips and keep it there 
till I finish speaking.” 

The women looked surprised, but since 
they had asked Miss Fiske to come, and 
she was their guest, they did what she 
asked, so they were all quite still. First 
she told them about Adam and Eve, 
and how sin had come into the world. 
Then she told them of the Saviour who 
had died for them. The women were 
greatly interested, and sent for Miss 
Fiske again and again. Kera’s mother 
and several others repented of their 


(Continued on page 845) 
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LESSON 4. OCTOBER 24. GUIDANCE FOR FAMILY LIVING. 
Proverbs 4; 6:20 to 7:27; 17:1;19:13, 14; 31:10-31, printed text, Proverbs 4:1-4; 6:20-23,; 19:13, 14; 31:10-12 
Golden Text.—My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother.—Prov. 6:20 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Prov, 4:1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of -a father, 


and attend to know understanding. 


2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law. 
3 For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved in 


the sight of my mother. 


4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart 
retain my words: keep my commandments, and live. 


Chap. 6:20 My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and 


forsake not the law of thy mother: 


21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them 


about thy neck. 


22 When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, 
it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk 


with thee, 


The Lesson as a Whole 

+ By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 

PROVERB, as we understand it 
A in our Western world, is a terse 

saying, expressive of a generaliza- 
tion in the sphere of morality or homely 
wisdom. “A stitch in time saves nine” 
is a proverb which reflects the frugality 
and carefulness of our great-grand- 
mothers. An old Scottish one declares, 
“Mony mickles mak a muckle,” an echo 
of the thrift generally associated with 
that race. 

The Hebrew proverb has all the char- 
acteristics of our own, with some added. 
For one thing, the religious element is 
much stronger, as can be seen in the 
collections of proverbs in this book of 
the Bible. In addition, it has a definite 
literary form. The purest form is called 
the distich, a statement in two balanced 
parts. The commonest type has its two 
statements in contrast, such as: “A wise 
son maketh a glad father: but a foolish 
son is the heaviness of his mother” 
(Prov. 10:1). Sometimes the second part 
is not much more than another aspect 
of the declaration in the first part, as 
in 11:10—“When it goeth well with the 
righteous, the city rejoiceth: and when 
the wicked perish, there is shouting.” 
There is an interesting comparison in 
11:16, “A gracious woman retaineth hon- 
our: and strong men retain riches.” 

There are, of course, modifications of 
this form, with departures of various 
degrees, until the pure form is lost and 
other forms emerge. We need not take 
time over these variations. What has 
been said will make clear that the first 
nine chapters are not true proverbs. 
There is too much continuity of thought 
to admit of these brief discourses being 


23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; 
and reproofs of instruction are the way of life. 


Chap. 19:13 A foolish son is the calamity of his father: 
and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 


14 House and riches are the inheritance of fathers: and a 


* Chap. 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price 
is far above rubies. 


prudent wife is from the Lorp. 


11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so 


that he shall have no need of spoil, , 
12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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so named, although the Book bears the 
general title, The Proverbs of Solomon. 

This week’s lesson deals with domestic 
relationships—husbands and wives, par- 
ents and children. Our passages do not 
contain all that the Book of Proverbs 
has to say on this theme. A good exer- 
cise would be to read through the entire 
book, underscoring all the counsel given 
in this sphere, and then arrange it ‘into 
the various categories—husbands, wives, 
parents, children, and so on. After that, 
one might well proceed to. study the 
teachings of the New Testament on the 
same theme. If all this were collected 
and organized, it would make the finest 
manual on home life available. Every 
attempt to “improve” on the Bible teach- 
ing in this sphere has made for the 
breakdown of the home, and of personal 
character, too. 


Verse by Verse 

Prov. 4:1.—“Hear, ye children, the in- 
struction of a father... know under- 
standing.” Notice the change from “my 
son” (1:8, 10; 2:1; 3:1, 11) to “ye chil- 
dren.” The natural sense here would 
indicate that it is actually the father of 
the children who is speaking rather than 
a teacher advising children to listen to 
their fathers. ; 

Verse 2.—“For I give you good doc- 
trine, forsake ye not my law.” “My law” 
indicates authorify, but the call for obe- 
dience is based not only on authority, 
but also on the quality of the teaching 
offered: it is “good.” 

Verse 3.—“For I was my father’s son 

. only beloved ...” This and the 
following verses are a strong argument 
for the Solomonic authorship of this 
portion. It is an apt picture of David 


seeking to inculcate godliness in the heir 
to the throne. Notice that the “beloved” is 
The original reads “only,” 


in italics. 


but certainly carries the sense of the 
beloved one. Bathsheba had more chil- 
dren than Solomon, but he was her 
“only” in the sense of “beloved.” 

Verse 4.—“Let thine heart retain my 
words ... and live.” Solomon, then, 
was but seeking to do for his children 
what his father had done for him. 

Chap. 6:20.—“. . . 
mandment ... the law of thy mother.” 
Here, as in 1:8, the mother is associated 
with the father in the training of the 
son. Too often today it is all left to the 
mother—an unfair burden, which fre- 
quently means disaster. 

Verse 21.—“Bind them continually 
upon thine heart, and tie them about 
thy neck.” Compare 1:9 and 3:3. Re- 
ceived into the innermost part of the 
being, the Law (in its fullest sense of 
the. will of God) becomes a living orna- 
ment which all may see, like a precious 
necklace. 

Verse 22.—“, . . it shall lead thee... 
keep thee ,.. talk with thee.” Guidance, 
guardianship, and communion are the 
threefold blessing of those who do the 
will of God. If we begin with morning 
communion, we shall know God’s leading 
through the day, and rest in His keeping 
by night. 

Verse 23.—“‘For the commandment is 
a lamp ,.. light... the way of life.” 
Compare Psalm 119:105. Reproof is part 
of instruction, to be accepted with all 
meekness. See 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

Chan 19:13.—“*A foolish son... calam- 
ity .. . the contentions of a wife are a 
continual dropping.” Here are the two 
worst plagues which a man can know 
—a foolish son and a contentious wife. 
The dropping ‘of water is an extreme 
form of torture, capable of driving one 
insane. 


Verse 14.—“‘House and riches . , . of 


thy father’s com- ° 
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fathers: and a prudent wife ... from 
the Lord.” Here is a brighter picture 
—a young man who has not only in- 
herited substance from his father, but 
has been blessed of God with a prudent 
wife. The inheritance would have little 
value if coupled with a wife after the 
order of verse 13. 


Chap. 31:10.—“. . . a virtuous woman 
... far above rubies.” The suggestion in 
the question is that such a woman as is 
described here is all too rare, for which 
reason she is classed with the precious 
gems. “Virtuous” here carries the 
thought of strength as well as integrity 
and purity. 


Verse 11—“The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust ... no need of spoil.” 
She is not squandering her husband’s 
goods, but rather adding to his gains. 
The Septuagint (Greek version) conveys 
the sense that she gathers spoil from the 
enemy. 


Verse 12.—“She will do him good and 
not evil all the days of her life.” Here 
is consistency of conduct, with no wav- 
ering or diminishing, even when the 
years increase. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Solomon gives three reasons why his 
children should heed his instructions. 
First, they are the instructions of a 
father (4:1) and therefore carry the. 
authority of law (v. 2). In the second 
place, his instructions are “good doc- 
trine” (v. 2), whose effect is to impart 
understanding (v. 1). Thé third reason 
is that his instructions have borne the 
test, of time. He received them from his 
father, and had found them sound (vs. 
3, 4). Solomon did not argue that these 
standards were all right for the older 
generation, but were quite antiquated 
now and not at all suitable for the mod- 
ern age. So authority, quality, and the 
test of time called for adherence to his 
doctrine. Is not the same true of all the 
Word of God? It comes to us with the 
voice of authority, requiring obedience. 
It is good, and does good to all who re- 
ceive it. From generation to generation 
it has proved its worth. Those who obey 
are blessed, and those who heed not are 
taken in their own net. 


Our daily round is in three stages. We 
carry out the activities of the day, we 
go to rest, and we rise to start the proc- 
ess again. In the activities.of the day, 
with its recurrent problems, we need 
guidance; in the silent watches of the 
night, when our faculties lie dormant, 
we need guardianship; when we awake 
to face another day, we need a word of 
encouragement and strength: In some 
measure, the faithful instructions of lov- 
ing parents minister to us in these ways, 


but only the Word of God is adequate ~ 


to meet our full need in these respects. 
As G. H. Knight states in his “These 
Three” (Hodder and Stoughton, 1914), 
it is guide, guard, and companion. To 
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Last Week's Lesson 
3. October 17.—The Way of Wisdom. 
Proverbs 3 and 4 
Next Week's Lesson 
5. October 31.—The Dignity of Work. 
Proverbs 6:6-11; 12:24, 27; 13:11; 
14:23; 15:19; 18:9; 24:30-34 








those who love God, the commandment 
is not a vexation, but a light, and even 
its reproofs are welcome as ministers 
of life. Such is the lesson of Proverbs 
6: 20-23. 

The other two passages present the 
place of the wife in the blessing of the 
household. If she is quarrelsome, she 
can be a veritable minister of torture, 
but if she is prudent, the richest inheri- 
tance of lands and wealth pales in value 
beside her (19:13, 14). There are women 
of rare quality of character, chaste, 
strong, faithful, careful, capable, who 
are more to their husbands than all 
material wealth. Their goodness does 
not vanish with the honeymoon, but 
carries through till, like John Anderson 
and his faithful spouse, they “sleep to- 
gether at the foot” of life’s brae (31:10- 
12). Is there not a picture here of the 
church, the spouse of Christ, and the 
faithful ministry which her Husband ex- 
pects of her in the days of her toil? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Three reasons for obeying the Word 
of God (Prov. 4:1-4) 

2. Three blessings in obeying the Word 
of God (6:20-22) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT quality distinguishes the He- 
brew proverb from the Western 
proverb? 
2. What is the literary form of the 
true Hebrew proverb? 
3. What literary device appears in the 
last chapter of Proverbs? 


4. What other examples of this literary 
device do we find in the Old Testament? 


5. Where does the Bible teaching about 
the husband-wife relation rise to its 
greatest height? 

6. What internal indication do we have 
of the Solomonic authof&ship of the fourth 
chapter of Proverbs? 

7. What three reasons does Solomon 
present for obedience to his instructions? 

8. What three benefits flow from liv- 
ing with and in the Word of God? 

9. What are the two worst plagues 
which a man can know—apart from his 
own wicked heart? 


10. To what two types of wealth is a 
good wife said to be superior? 


(Answers on page 843) 
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8. Three superiorities of a good woman 
(1) Better than inheritance (19:13, 14) 
(2) Better than rubies (31:10) 

(3) Better than spoil (vs. 11, 12) 


Topics for Development : 

The Family Circle. It is quite clear 
from the Book of Proverbs, as. from the 
general teaching of the whole Bible, that 
the first responsibility for the instructing 
and training of children rests with the 
father. This appears in our lesson. Da- 
vid taught Solomon (4:4), and, Solomon 
taught his children (4:1). A father who 
hands this responsibility over to the 
mother is a shirker. He is putting on 
one pair of shoulders more burden than 
they were ever intended to carry, and 
is courting disaster in the family. 

On the other hand, the mother has a 
very real place in this sacred task. She 
is normally with the children more than 
the father, and has more opportunities 
for intimate, heart-to-heart talks. So it 
is not only “thy father’s commandment” 
which is to be kept, but also “the law 
of thy mother” (6:20). While not speak- 
ing directly of his mother’s teaching, 
Solomon indicates that his training was 
given in the environment of his mother’s 
love (4:3). 

The other side to all this is the re- 
sponse of the children. Obedience is 
expected of them (4:1; 6:20, 21). There 
is no suggestion in the Bible that youth 
is wiser than age, that the precepts of 
our fathers are quite out of date in this 
advanced era. This attitude is always 
a sign and forerunner of degeneracy, and 
calls for the judgment of God. 

Beside the relation of parerit and child, 
there is that of husband and wife. Our 
lesson deals particularly with the place 
of the wife, indicating hoW she can be 
either a curse or a blessing. In 19:14 
and 31:10 a good wife is declared to be 
worth more than all riches, whether in- 
herited or earned. The panegyric on 
the virtuous woman, given in acrostic 
form in the last chapter of Proverbs, is 
surely the picture of “one in a million,” 
yet it presents virtues which many a 
fortunate man has found in his wife, and 
for which he has been profoundly grate- 
ful. Perhaps what we see of the hus- 
band in these passages is his apprecia- 
tion of the good wife which God's favor 
has given him. Note particularly the 
element of trust which makes home a 
true haven (31:11). 


Practical Applications 


The training of children is neither one- 
sided, nor haphazard, nor spasmodic, but 
co-operative, planned, and regular. 

“Honour thy. father and thy mother” 
is still a command of God, with bless- 
ing for the keeping, and cursing for the 
flouting. 

Homemaking is one of the most dif- 
ficult and most complex tasks on earth, 
but it is also one of the noblest callings, 
It offers a woman ample scope for her 
best talents, and the richest rewards. 
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The first qualification for homemaking 
is godliness. 


Golden Text 

Proverbs 6:20.—“. . . thy father’s com- 
mandment ... the law of thy mother.” 
If the father’s commandments and the 
mother’s law are both to be kept, they 
must be in agreement. This requires 
complete understanding and unity on 
the part of father and mother. 


E_muourstT, ILL. 





From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Haris 


Succestep HyMNs 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” 
“Happy the Home When God Is There” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
loving Father, whose goodness faileth 
never, make us more grateful for Thy 
constant kindness, and forgive us for 
our failure to honor and obey Thee as 
we ought. By Thy Word today establish 
us in the wisdom of heeding Thy com- 
mands, and make it our joy to obey 
Thee in everything. Guide us into the 
work for which Thou hast given us life 
and being, .making us fruitful in the 
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service of our Saviour. Bless all who 
love and serve Him and use their life 
and witness to win many to Him who 
are yet lost in sin. Give the leaders of 
the nations that fear of the Lord in 
which, wisdom begins. Cause Christian 
faith and conduct -‘to increase in the 
homes of this and other lands. Let not 
the ‘power of Satan prevail, but give 
the honor and the victory to Jesus Christ. 
Forgive us all that is amiss in us and 
liberate us from every evil’habit that 
our lives may glorify Thee. Show spe- 
cial mercy ‘to sick and afflicted, tried and 
troubled lives, and speed that day when 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away, for 
our blessed Saviour’s sake. Amen. 
After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
calls us to “keep thy father’s command- 
ment and forsake not the law of thy 
mother.” Notice that mother as well as 
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father is mentioned. Sometimes it is 
slightingly said of a youth or young man 
that he is tied to ,his mother’s apron 
strings. Some boys and young men seem 
so afraid of such’a thing that they throw 


DON'T FORGET THE FIFTH DOCTRINE! 
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1. DEATH <i ly 


the third day.” 












“Christ died for our iota (1Cor.15:3) 
2. BURIAL of Christ. “He was buried.” (10or. 15:4) 


3. RESURRECTION of Christ. “He rose again 
(1 Cor. 15:4) 


4. RETURN of Christ. “1 will come goain’?(sno.us 3) 


5. BEE CERTION) OY. of Christ. : 
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off the restraints of home as soon as 
they can, even turning their backs on 
the good their mother taught them. That, 
of course, is a great mistake. There is 
a wrong way and a right way of remain- 
ing under your mother’s influence, and 
your father’s, too. It is a mistake for 
parents to shelter a young person over- 
much, or dominate his life when he 
should be standing on his own feet. 
Young people must take life’s responsi- 
bilities upon them and not always de- 
pend upon or be governed by parents. 
Yet, while that is true, it is also true 
that as we move out into adult life and 
independence we should govern our- 
selves by the wise teaching and good 
example of godly parents. We never out- 
grow the need of keeping the principles 
instilled by good parents. Joseph in 
Egypt and Daniel and his friends in 
Babylon are examples of the splendid 
results when young men away from 
home live by the instructions received 
in a godly upbringing. The prodigal 
son is a case of the opposite sort. Far 
better be a Joseph or a Daniel, keeping 
true to the training of a good home, than 
a prodigal, throwing off its restraints, 
only to learn the hard way that the old- 
fashioned principles of godly parents can 
never be outdated. Therefore, “My son, 
keep thy father’s commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother.” 


CaLcGary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Hear, ye children, the instruction of 
a father” (Prov. 4:1).—To be reared by 
Christian parents in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord is an unspeakable 
blessing. I thank God again and again 
that my earliest recollections are of 
Bibles, hymnbooks, Sunday school, serv- . 
ices, and Christians. 

I feel deeply for the generation of 
children today, who are so accustomed 
to seeing cigarettes, liquor, novels, shows, 
dances, and the like, that they think 
the normal life consists of such things. 

Praise God for the parents who, in this 
busy age, still take time to instruct their 
children in godliness; and who take, or 
send, them to Sunday schools and 
churches where they will be instructed 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

Two proud, young parents were show- 
ing a minister their first-born. Very 
thoughtfully, the young mother said, “I 
don’t know whether I know enough 
about Baby to rear him or not.” The 
young husband laughed, “She says that 
about Baby because she didn’t get a 
book of instructions with him.” He was 
thinking of the books of instruction that 
had come with the sewing machine, the 
vacuum, and the refrigerator they had 
recently purchased. 

The preacher assured them they were 
mistaken. There is a book of instructions 
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that. should be studied and taught as 
never before when a little child comes, 
namely, God’s Holy Book, the Bible. 


“For I give you good doctrine” (Prov 
4:2).—There is quite a cry against doc- 
trine in some quarters today. Some per- 
sons do not hesitate to say, “Do not 
give us doctrine, give us something prac- 
tical.” Doctrine means “teaching.” If 
one is not properly taught, how is it 
possible to act correctly? One is made 
to think of the inspired words of the 
apostle: “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine” 
(2 Tim. 4:3). Spiritually-minded parents 
give their children “good doctrine.” 

In a school examination, the examiner 
put the question, “What is false doc- 
trine?” Up went the hand of a boy who 
evidently thought the examiner asked, 
“What is false doctoring?” He said, “It’s 
when the doctor gives the wrong stuff 
to the people who are sick.” There are 
pulpit doctors who are giving the “wrong 
stuff” to sin-sick souls. Let parents give 
only true doctrine to their children. 


“He taught me ... Let thine heart 
retain my words” (Prov. 4:4).—King 
Solomon goes back in memory to the 
days of his childhood, and recalls what 
his father David taught him. 

Matthew Henry says, “David, though 
he was a man of public business, and 
had tutors for his son, took all this pains 
with him, himself.” And he goes on to 
say that Solomon perhaps meant that 
David particularly taught him the Book 
of Psalms, many of which were Maschils 
—psalms of instruction, and two of them 
(72 and 127) are expressly said to be 
for Solomon. 


“My son, ... forsake not the law of 
thy mother” (Prov. 6:20).—Dr. R. F. 
Horton said: “God has no kinder gift 


to give us than a hallowed home, the 
memory of lessons from the lips of 
Father and Mother, the early impres- 
sions of virtue and wisdom, the sacred 
streams which rise from that fountain- 
head, and that alone, and run freshening 
and singing and broadening all through 
our lives.” 

The other evening a young man called 
at the house to ask me some questions. 
In my mind’s eye I can see him yet, sit- 
ting in a reflective mood on the living 
room davenport. All of a sudden he 
burst out saying, “Never in all my life 
has my father ever had a heart-to-heart 
talk with me!” 

What a privilege that father missed! 
What an experience, that lad missed! 
There is this consolation in. this son’s 
case, that although his earthly father 
failed him, his mother sought to teach 
him; and we know his Heavenly Father 
never will fail~him; for the young man 
is a Christian and willing to be taught. 

“... it shall lead thee .. . keep thee; 
and ... talk with thee” (Prov. 6:22).— 
A threefold blessing indeed! It is con- 
ditioned upon binding “thy father’s com- 
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mandment, and . . . the law of thy 
mother continually upon thine 
heart,” and tying “them about thy neck.” 
In other words, let what we have been 
taught of the Word of God be “an orna- 
ment which strikes the eye of the be- 
holder, but also an inward law which 
regulates the secret thought.” Properly 
taught children are adornments to the 
doctrine of God our Saviour. } 

A very wealthy woman, fond of pomp 
and show, visited a poor woman who 
was the mother of several God-fearing 
sons. During the visit, the rich woman 
called special attention to her diamonds 
and jewels; and then asked the other 
woman to display hers. Calling in her 
sons, and pointing {o them, the fond 
mother said, “These are my jewels, the 
real ornaments which I admire.” 


“Who can find a virtuous woman?” 
(Prov. 31:10..—“A virtuous woman,” 
says Dr. Ironside, ““is a dependable 
woman; one who can be counted on in 
eyery emergency. Capable and éner- 
getic, with a high sense of dignity and 
importance of administering the affairs 
of the home. Her worth is not to be 
compared with that of jewels, however 
valuable.” 

“., she is mine own; 

And I as rich in having such a jewel 

As twenty seas, if all their sand were 

pearl, 

The water nectar, 

gold.” 


and the rocks pure 


—Shakespeare. 

Such should the Church be to Christ. 
He is the Head, whom she should 
delight to love and serve, while He finds 
all His delight in her. 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it” (Eph. 5:25). 

Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one thing you learn on 

the athletic field is the importance— 
indeed -the necessity—of discipline, even 
rigorous discipline. There must be ab- 
solute observance of the rules, though 
many times a fellow is sorely tempted 
to break them. In a military boot camp 
the trainees dre subjected to calculated 
hardships. It is to make them tough, so 
when they actually go into a campaign 
they are hardened and sinewed for any 
assault. It makes the difference between 
a real soldier and a jellyfish. 

The battle of life that is ahead of you 
will require endurance to a high de- 
gree. Paul wrote to his young friend 
Timothy, “Thou therefore endure hard- 
ness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
“Hardness” may not be altogether physi- 
cal. Sometimes it requires an effort of 
the will, as something to be done when 
you would much rather do something 
else—something requiring obedience to 
authority when perhaps you cannot un- 
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derstand the reason for it. A fellow’s 
parents in their experience and wisdom 
say you must do or must not do this; 
but you do not see it that way. Here 
is where the hardship of obedience 
comes in. 

In his Letter to the Ephesians (6:1), 
Paul says, “Children, obey your parents 
in the Lord: for this is right.” He does 
not say “because they are wise” or “be- 
cause you will enjoy it,” but because 
it is right. Even if the thing you are 
to do is distasteful to you, you will have 
the satisfaction of knowing that accord- 
ing to the Word of God it is right. Every 
time you gain a victory like that you are 
building up your spiritual muscles for 
later and larger achievements; you are 
developing stamina to “get in there and 
pitch.” 

The fellow who rebels against parental 
authority may have his own way for a 
time, but he is breaking down the moral 
tissue which he will sorely need in the 
years to come. “My son, keep thy father’s 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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commandment, and forsake not the law 
of thy mother: bind them continually 
upon thine heart, and tie them about 
thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead 
thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep 
thee; and when thou awakest, it shall 
talk with thee. For the commandment 
is a lamp; and the law is light; and re- 
proofs of instruction are the way of life” 
(Prov. 6: 20-23). 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


My Home—Topay anp Tomorrow 


E HAVE an interesting topic this 

morning, “My Home—Today and 
Tomorrow.” If you come from a happy 
Christian home, you have much for 
which to be thankful. If your home is 
not that kind, you can do a good deal 
to help make it so. 

Let’s read Proverbs 1:1-4. Here King 
Solomon is thinking back to his own 
youth when his father taught him the 
right way. Who was his father? (King 
David.) Right. King David gave his son 
excellent instruction because he was a 
godly man and wanted Solomon to get 
the true wisdom which comes from God, 
Solomon did listen to his father, and he 
also got wisdom direct from God, so 
that he became the wisest man who ever 
lived. 

Now read Proverbs 6:20-23. In order 
to have a happy home we must listen 
to what our parents tell us, then remem- 
ber and obey it. Are we doing that? 
Unless we are, we need not expect to 
have a happy home. 

Read Proverbs 17:1 silently, and as 
soon as you can tell what it means, put 
up your hand. (It is better to eat dry 
crusts in a peaceful home, than to have 
all you want in a quarrelsome one.) 
Very good. Is there quarreling in your 
home? If there is, you can help to stop 
it. You know the saying, “It takes two 
to make a quarrel.” If you refuse to be 
one of the two, nobody can quarrel with 
you. Proverbs 20:3 says, “It is an hon- 
our for a man to cease from strife: but 
every fool will be meddling.” A girl 
can help to stop quarreling in her fam- 
ily by this simple rule: “Only repeat 
things that will help the different mem- 
bers of the family to love one another 
more.” For instance, if your sister says 
of your brother, “John makes me so 
mad, he never does his share of the 
work,” try to forget it! But if she says, 
“I wish I were as smart as John is,” be 
sure to tell him of it. 

“We can make the homes we live in 
much happier if we remember to be 
obedient to our parents and kind to our 
brothers and sisters. 

Now let us spend a little time think- 
ing about our homes of tomorrow. If 
the Lord tarries, you girls will some day 
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have homes of your own, where you'll 
have more influence than anyone else. 
What kind of home will you have then? 
Of course, you must make sure that 
you marry @nly “in the Lord.” Having 
done that, it will still be necessary to 
build a happy home, and for that you 
need to be the right kind of woman. 

‘ Connie copied out twenty-five verses 
she, found about women in this Book of 
Proverbs. Some are about bad women, 
often called “Strange” women in this 
book. King Solomon warns young ‘men 
against bad women, and girls need to 
be warned to keep away from bad men, 
so I want you to listen to Connie’s verses. 
As she reads, I will ask each of you to 
copy different verses. Mary, please 
write down what Connie reads about 
either a foolish woman or a wise one. 
Rose, please write about a graciqus 
woman; Joan, about a virtuous woman; 
Vivian, a contentious, angry, or brawl- 
ing woman; Sharon, a woman that fear- 
eth the Lord. ; 

Mary, what did you write down? (“A 
foolish woman is clamorous”—Prov. 9: 13, 
and, “Every wise woman buildeth her 
house”—Prov. 14:1.) You listened well. 
“Clamorous” means “noisy.” A foolish 
woman is noisy and talkative, but a wise 
one gets things done. She is always 
looking for ways to improve her home. 

Rose, what did you get? (“A gracious 
woman retaineth honour’—Prov, 11:16.) 
A gracious woman is one who is kind 
and gentle. She is honored by everyone, 
but a noisy, quarrelsome woman is not. 

Read Proverbs 19:13, 14. Here is an- 
other passage contrasting two kinds of 
women, the quarrelsome one we've been 
thinking of and the prudent or wise one. 
A quarrelsome wife is a constant annoy- 
ance to her husband, whereas a wise one 
reminds him of the kindness of God to 
him. 

Joan, what did you get about a vir- 
tuous woman? (“A virtuous woman is 
a crown to her husband”—Prov. 12:4, 
and, “Her price is far above rubies”— 
Prov. 31:10.) Just so. A virtuous woman 
is one who is pure and good. Girls, we 
must be virtuous now, if we are to be- 
come virtuous women, worth more than 
jewels. 

Proverbs 31:10 told us that the virtu- 
ous woman is worth far more than 
rubies. Now read the next verse. Surely 
of every Christian wife it could be said, 
“The heart of her husband doth safely 
trust in her.” If a Christian woman is 
not faithful to her husband, she has no 
right to call herself Christian. To be 
faithful means more than just to live a 
moral life. It means to be trustworthy 
in every respect, 

Betty, what “did you write? (“It is 
better to dwell in the wilderness, than 
with a contentious and an angry woman” 
—Prov. 21:19, and, “It is better to dwell 
in the corner of the housetop than with 
a brawling woman’”—Prov. 25:24.) <A 
contentious woman is a quarrelsome one, 
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a brawling woman means one that yells. 
King Solomon says it is better to live 
alone in a desert or in a tiny attic than 
with such a woman! Let us never be 
contentious or brawling, then we will 
not grow up that way. 

Sharon, what did you hear about a 
woman that feareth the Lord? (“She 
shall be praised”—Prov. 31:30.) Yes, 
isn’t that nice? It doesn’t say a smart 
woman shall be praised, but one that 
“feareth the Lord.” Each of us can be 
that kind of woman. 


We must become the right sort of 
women, if we are to have happy homes, 
but even that is not enough. We must 
train our children according to God’s 
Word. Vivian found only four verses 
on this subject, but they are important. 
Listen carefully as she reads them and 
see what you can remember when she 
has finished. Proverbs 13:24; 19:18; 22:6; 
29:15. (You must spank your children 
when they need it. If you train them 
right, they will turn out right. If a 
child is not, trained, he’ll bring his 
mother to shame.) Well, you girls got 
a good deal out of this for a start, When 
you begin to bring up a family, reread 
this book carefully and you'll find more 
things to guide you. God has laid up 
a great deal of wisdom in this Book of 
Proverbs for our use. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Their Father’s Name—My son, keep 

thy father’s commandment, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother (Prov. 6:20, 
Golden Text). In one of our New Eng- 
land towns, a goodman died, leaving 
four sons, two of them past twenty, two 
in the dangerous years between sixteen 
and twenty. The house was crowded 
with mourning friends, and many were 
the comments in regard to the future 
of those four sons. The four took their 
future into their own hands. When they 
were left alone for a few moments, the 
oldest one, a manly fellow, said, as they 
looked down into the dear face so soon 
to be hidden from their sight: “I want 
to know if you will all take a pledge 
with me—a pledge to take good care of 
Father’s name. It’s ours—one just as 
much as the other—and Father never 
let a spot get on it! I want us to prom- 
ise each other that we won’t. If one of 
us gets into any trouble, no matter what 
kind, the others will all rush to the 
rescue.” Testing times came, but that 
pledge was a cable that held fast. They 
mever broke away from the safe mooring 
of principles that he approved. Two 
of the sons have risen to eminence; the 
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others bear their name with worth and 
dignity in the community. Those who 
honor parents in that way are sure to 
be honored.—From Baptist Teacher. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Exception.—Hear, ye children, the 
instruction of a father, and attend to 
know understanding (Prov. 4:1). In the 
home of a pious farmer there hung the 
well-known motto, “But as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” The 
motto meant something in that house, 
for the farmer prayed daily that all 
might truly serve the Lord. The last 
clause fitted all the house except, tke 
oldest son, who persistently refused to 
accept Christ. One day the father and 
the son were alone in the room where 
the motto hung. The father said, “My 
dear Henry, I cannot, and will not, be a 
liar any longer. You, who belong in my 
house, do not want to serve the Lord, 
therefore, I must add the words, ‘EX- 
CEPT HENRY’; it hurts me to do it, but 
I must be true.” The thought so im- 
pressed the boy that he gave himself to 
Christ—From the Expositor. Sent by 
J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Obedience Saved His Life.—I was my 
father’s son . . He taught me also, 
and said unto me, .. . keep. my com- 
mandments, and live (Prov. 4:3, 4). In 
Germany a switch tender found that 
arr approaching express train would be 
derailed on account of a misplaced 
switch. As he turned to replace the 
switch, he saw his only child, a boy of 
five years, playing between the rails on 
the track of the approaching train. If 
he stopped to adjust the switch he would 
lose his boy; if he stopped to save his 
boy, he would lose his train. He cried, 
“William, lie down flat!” The boy im- 
mediately lay down between the rails 
just where he was,’ flat on the ground, 
and the train passed over him without 
hurting a hair of his head. One mo- 
ment’s hesitation, asking why, disputing 
the reasonableness of the command, 
would have cost him his life. It was 
the implicit obedience of the child to 
the explicit command that saved the 
father’s heart from laceration and saved 
the boy’s body from destruction.—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Mother’s Prayers Never Die.—When 
thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when 
thou wakest, it shall talk with thee 
(Prov. 6:22). Wesley L. Gustafson once 
related that as a boy his mother would 
never go to bed until he came home. 
Even if it were dawn—he would creep 
up the stairs, but she would still have 
her light on and he knew she was.pray- 


ing for him, After he was in bed, she~ 


would come into his room. He would 
pretend to be asleep and would not an- 
swer her. “Wes!” She would call his 


name softly again and again, but he 
‘would not let her know he heard. Then 
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she would stand there—he could see 
her against the windowpane—and pray 
audibly, “O God, save my boy.” “That 
memory will never leave me,” Gustaf- 
son said. “I myself am quite sure that 
the prayers of a good mother never die.” 
—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Herman L, Robertson, High Point, N. C. 


Every Home an Altar.-—For the com- 
mandment is a lamp; and the law is 
light; and reproofs of instruction are 
the way of-life (Prov. 6:23). 

If every home were an altar, 

Where hearts weighed down with care 


Could find sustaining strength and grace 
In sweet uplift of prayer, 


Then soived would be earth’s problems, 
Banished sin’s curse and blight; 
For God's own love would radiate 
From every altar light. 
—From The Sunday School Times, Sent 
by Mrs. A, E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


The Greatest Preacher.—A prudent 
wife is from the Lord (Prov. 19:14). 
Four sons of Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
are fine preachers. His youngest son, 
Howard, has taken his father’s place in 
Great Britain. He is a great preacher. 
Recently, when the whole family were 
assembled, a visitor asked Howard which 
of the Morgan family was the greatest 
preacher. He answered instantly, look- 
ing his father straight in the eye, 
“Mother.”—From the Presbyterian. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Principles Cannot Be Bought.—Who 
can find a virtuous woman? for her 
price is far above rubies (Prov. 31:10). 
A very interesting story is told concern- 
ing King George III of England. Re- 
quiring a governess for his children, a 
certain Scottish lady of character was 
recommended to him. Being very im- 
pressed with her syitability, he offered 
her the position. To his surprise she 
modestly declined, contending that such 
royal children needed a much more 
learned person that she, so withdrawing 
in favor of one possessing higher quali- 
fications. The king, however, refused 
her declination, adding: “Madam, I wish 
you to accept the position because you 
are a good woman. We can hire profes- 
sors to teach the things you have men- 
tioned, but I want a right-minded per- 
son to take charge of the children. I 
can easily buy accomplishments, but I 
cannot buy principles.” How true that 
is! You can easily get accomplishments 
where you cannot get character, yet it 
is character that is the primary thing. 
—From the Southport: Methodist. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


God cannot, will not, does not, bless 
those who are living in disobedience. 
But only set out in the path of obedience, 
and at once, before one stone is laid upon 
another, God is eager, as it were, to pour 
out His blessing. “From this day will 
I bless you.”—Hudson Taylor. 
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. For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E; Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Wise Enough To Learn (Prov. 4:1-4; 6:20-22) 


EORGE WASHINGTON had a book 
of rules which he copied. (Show a 
copy of “Rules of Civility and Decent 
Behaviour in Company and Conversa- 
tion,” if available at the library.) Heze- 
kiah’s men copied some of Solomon's 
rules for a happy and safe life. (Indi- 
cate the Book of Proverbs.) © Should 
our class have’a book of rules for Chris- 
tian boys and girls? (Show a booklet 
preferably made of lined paper with at 
least five pages, one for ‘each lesson from 
Proverbs. Let children choose a title 
Restate last week’s four rules in a per- 
sonal form. Let each child choose an 
application needed for himself, ‘such as: 
1. I will remember God’s rule not to 
quarrel. 2. I will be kind to my brothers 
and sisters. I will tell the truth when I 
have done something wrong. 3.1 will 
do what God says about going to church. 
4. I will give the Lord His part of my 
allowance. Note the promises attached 
to each rule, and encourage pupils to 
report in class results they find from 
keeping the rules. 
Solomon had one thousand wives, so 
there must have been many children. 
-It was common in those days for 
a rich king to have many wives. But 
listen now! It was against God’s rules. 
(Read Deut. 17:17, 18.) And did you 
notice—God told the king to copy the 
Book of Rules for himself!: Even that 
wise king did not keep this one of God's 
rules, and his wives turned his heart 
away from God. God loved him and 
warned him twice. But Solomon still 
did not obey. So he had to be punished. 
One enemy country, then another made 
trouble for him. One of his trusted 
servants rebelled against him. And God 
told him that because of his sin, he 
would lose almost all his country and 
his people (1 Kings 11). Even a wise 
man, a rich man, a great king, one whom 
God loved (2 Sam: 12:24, 25, marg.; Neh. 
13:26), got into trouble when he broke 
God’s rules. So you need not be sur- 
prised when boys and girls are punished! 


Now let’s go back and listen to Solo- 
mon. Can you imagine him seated on 
his beautiful throne with a large group 
of his sons sitting on the floor in a semi- 
circle before him? He is saying: 


My sons, listen to a father’s teaching. 

Listen carefully so you will learn. 

I am giving you good things to learn. 

Do not turn away from what I teach. 

I was a son to my father, 

I was young, and like an only child to 
my mother’s eyes. 

He taught me, and said to me: 

“Keep my words in your heart. 

Keep my rules, and you will live.” 

Does your father make rules for you? 
Even princes have to keep their father’s 
rules! David taught Solomon what he 
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must and must not do. Solomon taught 
his sons—and then wrote it down for 
all boys—and girls. One of the first 
rufes Solomon repeated over and *over. 
“My son, keep thy father’s command- 
ment, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother” (Prov. 6:20, Memory Verse). 
Read on, verses 21, 22. Your father 
doesn’t give you orders in poetry! But 
that is the way Solomon wrote his to 
make it easier to memorize and to re- 
member. Can you find the rhyming 
thoughts in each verse? Poetry, too, has 
imaginary pictures, Can you drdw some 
for verses 21, 22? (Use the word “obe- 
dience” for “them” in verse 21.) Do 
your parents tell you where you may 
go after school and on Saturdays? Do 
they tell you when to go to bed, what 
to do after you get up? Some things 
have not changed from Solomon’s time 
to now, have they? This week ask your 
parents to write some of their rules for 
you in your rule book. Then.“tie them” 
around your heart and neck so you won’t 
forget or disobey. Bring your book 
next Sunday. 
Orono, MAINE. 
+ 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SS Gow SOLOMON was once a little 
boy, just like you. During those 
days he probably liked to do many of 
the things that you do: fish, swim, play 
games. Because all little boys (and all 
little girls) are much alike, when Solo- 
mon was a child, he had to be taught to 
obey. Have you ever noticed how every- 
one seems to know how to be disobe- 
dient?—that comes naturally. But to 
be obedient, one has to learn and learn 
and learn. And between the time we 
start to learn obedience and the time 
we obey naturally, come many spankings 
and many tears! 


When Solomon was grown up he be- 


came, you remember, a very rich and 
very wise king. He had asked God to 
give him wisdom. And God gave him 
such wisdom that he was the wisest man 
who lived at that time. Because he was 
so very wise, we should certainly listen 
to his words, shouldn’t we? Yes, in- 
deed. In the Book of Proverbs, we have 
a record of some of the things which 
King Solomon said. 

Solomon’s father had taught him that 
it was very important to keep his com- 
mandments (4:4). And because Solomon 
thought that his father had taught him 
wisely, he set it down in his Book so 
that it would help us, too. We have 
often ‘heard, “Children, obey your par- 
ents.” And again, “Honour thy father 
and thy mother.” And that is exactly 
what Solomon said in the very long ago. 
Wise King Solomon! Again he wrote, 
“My son, keep thy father’s command- 
ment, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother” (6:20, Memory Verse). We 
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often say that Daddy is the boss at our 
house. And that is exactly as it should 
be. That is God’s plan. That is what 
wise Solomon said. But he also added 
that children are to obey the law of 
their mothers. What did he mean by 
that? He meant that the children are 
to be obedient to her. And he meant 
more than that. Solomon was thinking 
here of mothers who love God devotedly; 
mothers who study God’s Word and con- 
tinually hide it in their hearts. Such 
mothers, then, will teach the things of 
God to their children. And when they 
do, wise King Solomon says that the 
children should obey them. Anti Solo- 
mon is right! 

Solomon added that we should learn 
so well from our mothers what God’s 
Word teaches, we should have it in our 
hearts and minds so much, that it is 
just as if we had it tied around our 
necks (v. 21). When God’s Word be- 
comes a part of us, then it leads us when 
we walk. It keeps us from going to the 
places which displease God. When we 
are asleep, it cares for us. And when 
we are awake, it talks with us. Isn't 
it exciting to think that God’s wonder- 
ful Word is always ready to talk to us? 
There it is all the time, between its 
beautiful cover, waiting for us to open 
it. And when we do, if we will ask Him 
to do so, God will talk to us through 
the pages of His Book. And you know, 
when God’s Word talks to us, it influ- 
ences us. It guides us. It is a lamp that 
leads us when it is dark. God’s Law is 
light, Solomon said. And you remember 
that the Psalmist said almost exactly the 
same thing: “Thy word is a lamp unto 
my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psa. 
119: 105). 

The important thing, boys and girls, is 
to make very sure that every day of 
our lives we are opening God’s Book. 
We must be sure to study it. Each time 
we read it we should be asking our 
Heavenly Father to talk to us through it. 

I heard a real true story about a min- 
ister in England who formed a secret 
club for children. It was called a W. T. 
Club. The minister gave each boy and 
girl a card that had daily Bible readings 
on it. He also gave each one a note- 
book. ‘ Each child who joined the W. T. 
Club had to promise to read the verses 
from the Bible at suppertime or at bed- 
time. And the verses to be read were 
those for the next day, (You will see 
why.) At the top of the card were ‘the 
words of a prayer taken from Psalm 
119:18. But to make it simpler, the min- 
ister taught it to the boys and girls this 
way: “O God, please open my eyes, 
that I may see the ‘Wonderful Thing’ 
for tomorrow, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen.” Then they were to read the 
verses very slowly, and each verse twice, 
looking all the time for something that 
could be called ‘Wonderful.’ Often there 
are many wonderful things in the verses. 
So these boys and girls looked for one 
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each day, so that they could remember 
it. To make doubly sure that the ‘Won- 
derful Thing’ (or W. T., as’ they called 
it) was remembered, each child wrote 
a few words of the W. T. in the note- 
book. Then when they awoke next 
morning, they would think of their W. T. 
for the day, and read over again God's 
Wonderful Word to them. Then, when- 
ever club members saw each other, they 
could call, “W. T.” And they had to 
tell what Wonderful Thing they had 


_ read from God’s Book that day. Chil- 


dren taught their parents to do that, too, 
so they could call “W. T.” to them. They 
taught their friends. And the W. T. 
Club grew and grew and grew. Say! 
Would you like to be a member of it? 
You can, you know. 

Teacher's Note: Wise teachers will 
encourage a systematic Bible reading 
program for their Primaries. Junior 
Scripture Union Cards with suggestions 
for daily reading are obtainable at 5 
cents each from the Scripture Union, 
3 Cawthra Square, Toronto 5, Can. You 
can form your very own W. T, Club. 
Then be on your guard, Teacher! The 
children will be checking on you for 
your W. T.! 

LANCASTER, PA. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 837) 


1. In general it contains more of the 
religious element. 

2. It is a two-part statement, the two 
parts being frequently in_ contrast, 
though sometimes the second is a 
strengthening of the first. 

3. Beginning at verse 10 we have an 
acrostic on the Hebrew alphabet. 

4. The chief examples are Psalm 119 
and the Book of Lamentations. 

5. Ephesians 5: 18-33. 

6. Verses 3 and 4 are very suggestive 
of the diligence of David in instructing 
Solomon, the future king, and also of 
Bathsheba’s affection for her son, 

7. The authority of a father (4:1a, 2b), 
the quality of the instruction (4:2a), and 
the test of experience (4:4). 

8. It becomes our guide, our guard, our 
companion (6:22). 

9. A foolish son and a contentious wife 
(19:13). 

10. Inherited riches (19:14), and rubies, 
presumably gained in merchandising 
(31:10). 

Ex_muourst, ILL. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Martyrs of the French Galleys 


(Continued from second page) 


“Where will you go, Monsieur? Fifteen 
days of prison will kill you. See if you 
cannot make up your mind to do as 
others are doing.” Yet he endured not 
fifteen days but fifteen years of dungeon 
confinement. The humidity was so great 
that his garments rotted on him. He 
wrote in a letter: “They have perse- 
cuted me for years by corrupting the food 
I eat and my drink, but the Lord sup- 
ports my feeble spirit in a manner mirac- 
ulous. He gives me strength to ‘suffer 
with patience and invincible persever- 
ance. At times I am so content and 
happy as to forget that I have ever been 
sad.” He occupied his time by writing 
comments on the Psalms and in trans- 
lating the “Imitation of Christ” into 
verse. But for two years he was put 
into absolutely solitary confinement. 


One ,galleyist, M. de Lensonniére, 
preached so effectively to his fellow 
convicts that various of the most de- 
graded of them were won to Christ. For 
which he was brutally scourged and sent 
to the dungeon of the Citadel, where 
he languished for eleven years, then 
dying. 

Three brothers, Serres by name, of a 
well-to-do family in Montauban, refused 
to recant when their own parents did 
and were condemned to the galleys, one 
of them, David, for life. David was well 
educated in evangelical theology, and his 
apostolic zeal brought him scourging, 
during which he never complained, and 


. finally four years of dungeon confine- 


ment. In this same prison he found an 
old priest, who was a member of one 
of the first families of France. He’ had 
long conversations with his Huguenot 
fellow prisoner. Then taken seriously 
sick, he refused to confess and accept 
the sacrament from priestly hands. 

David Serres was‘made responsible 
for this apostasy which had caused great 
excitement. Followed scourgings and 
“double” scourgings, confinement in the 
galley sewer, where one could neither 
stand nor lie down, and then finally 
despatch to a dungeon without daylight, 
eighteen feet underground. David Ser- 
res later wrote of this experience: “Let 
our enemies treat us with whatever 
severity they can devise, let them with- 
draw from us the light of day and any 
little alleviation of this mean life, they 
can nevertheless not take from us our 
consolation nor the prize of our glorious 
hopes, for we know in whom we have 
believed. The Sun of Righteousness, 
who bears healing in His wings, lightens 
us in our dungeons, He sheds in our 
souls the rays of his blessed face, joy 
unalterable and glorious, such as St: 
Peter speaks of.” 

After twenty-seven years of imprison- 
ment, David was liberated with his 
brother, June 13, 1715, on the demand 
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of Queen Anne of England. He died in 
Amsterdam in 1733. 

What shall I more say! The time 
would fail me to tell of de Chayssac, an 
old former priest, then Protestant, who 
helped Huguenots escape from France 
and for it was so tormented as to be- 
come nigh insane and without speech; 
of Pierre Carriére who, after five years’ 
dungeon confinement, was so weak that 
they had to put bread in his mouth lest 
it fall to earth; of his brother Cephas, 
who to reach his subterranean home, had 
to pass through five doors, descend six- 
teen steps, lamp in hand to see his way; 
then lower down “by means of a ma- 
chine.“ A place suited rather for the 
burial of the dead than of confinement 
of the living, a truly frightful sepulcher; 
and of many more who through faith 
were tortured, not-uccepting deliverance. 

For it must be remembered that every 
one of these thousands could at any 
time have secured deliverance and free- 
dom by agreeing to go to Mass as a symbol 
of their abjuration of the true faith of 
Jesus Christ. 

we 


What About the Heathen? 
(Continued from page 831) 


For all these phenomena there is only 
one explanation that accords with the 
facts. It is the explanation given by Paul in 
the Epistle to the Romans. The heathen 
have some knowledge of their Creator 
because God has shown it to them. 

The divine revelation to héathendom 
is, of course, dim in comparison with 
that possessed by the highly favored 
Christian world. Idolatrous practices 
have sadly,obscured it. Without the 
glorious knowledge of Christ it remains 
distorted and incomplete. But it is real. 
A just God will hold all men account- 
able, each according to the light the in- 
dividual has had. “For as many as have 
sinned without law shall also perish 
without law” (Rom, 2:12). 

The plight of the unevangelized of 
earth is, at best, a sorry one. Their con- 
dition goes far beyond the oft-empha- 
sized “ignorance of the heathen.” The 
awful, inescapable truth is that the 
heathen world is perishing. The un- 
reached millions sit-in gross sin and in 
ceaseless fear, -their consciences laden 
with guilt. They grope pitifully. in the 
darkness. 

The condition of the heathen should 
stab the heart of every Christian with 
deep concern. The God of all mercy, 
who has placed a measure of obligation 
upon the bankrupt pagan, has thrust a 
far greater obligation upon us who have 
the riches of Christ at our fingertips. 
“Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” How tre- 
mendous is that obligation of ours! Are 
we fulfilling it? 

Marion, INnp. 
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Davis Bible Dictionary 


(Continued from second page) 


not its primary purpose. When a vital 
critical problem has been raised about 
one of the books of the Bible, he 
usually devotes a few sentences to 
showing why it is possible to believe 
in the accuracy of the Bible as it 
stands. Here, as in other sections, he 
has condensed a great amount of ma- 
terial into a few words, and it is 
necessary to study it carefully to find 
exactly what it means, 

In the case of the Davis Bible Dic- 
tionary, as of the Bible itself, or of 
‘any other book, it is not fair simply 
to pick a sentence out of context and 
to think that it alone can give a true 
idea of what the writer means. Sen- 
tences have to be interpreted in 
the light of context, in order to see 
their purpose and to know what the 
writer means. 

Going on to the last paragraph in 
Dr. Davis’s article on Hosea, we note 
that it begins with the staternent that 
genuineness has been denied to three 
classes of references in the book and 
then states what these are. Next he 
gives a general discussion of the rea- 
son why he holds that the principal 
argument advanced against these pas- 
Sages is not valid. Then he takes up 
each of the three types of passages in 
order, and in very concise form, gives 
arguments against the critical denials. 
He heads each type with a number, 
listing as 1, “The references to Judah,” 
and as 2, “The references to resto- 
ration of Israel te God’s favor, and 
their return to their own country.” 
Under each of these heads he gives 
subheads, showing the reasons why it 
is mot necessary to accept the argu- 
ments that the critics give agairist the 
genuineness of these portions of the 
Bible. The third of these types of pas- 
sages he places under a heading, “3. 
The references to the legitimacy to 
the Davidic monarchy and the illegiti- 
macy of Northern Israel’s king.” Un- 
der this head he briefly gives two main 
arguments against the view of the 
critics which rejects these passages. 
Each of these arguments he begins 
with a number (1) or (2). The first 
of the arguments is that if, on this 
ground, the genuineness of these 
prophecies in Hosea must be given up, 
it is also necessary to give up the gen- 
uineness of certain other prophecies 
in a different book. In other words, 
this is not an argument which stands 
alone. It is much more far-reaching 
than it appears at first sight. It is 
always a good argument against a 
point to show that it would prove too 
much. Considering its place in the 
outline with the “(1)” just before it and 
the “3.” before that, I see no other way 
to interpret this sentence in the Dic- 
tionary than to take it as an argument 
against the critical point, rather than 
an acceptance of it. 


we 


Most people don’t want to know the 
will of God in order to DO it; they want 
to know it in order to consider it—Wm. 
L. Pettingill. 
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(Continued from page 835) 


stealing and lying, and asked the Lord 
to take their sins away. 

Kera grew up to be a happy Christian 
girl, and was a great help to Miss Fiske 
in the school, and a great joy to her 
parents when she went home. Her 
father was glad indeed that he had 
allowed his little girl to go to the Amer- 
ican lady’s school, for he could see that 
she had improved in many ways, Be- 
fore long, he also learned to know the 
Lord, and so did some of the other 
Persian men in his village. . 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
“ 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 24 


A Channel of Thy Peace 

“ (Luke 8:23-26; Matt. 15:24-27) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 
HIS old world is in a situation very 
much like that of the man who was 
floundering around in the water, unable 
to swim and in momentary danger of 
drowning. A passerby notices his plight 
and whips out a notebook and begins 
to write, “Rules to avoid drowning. 
1. Do not venture too near the river’s 
brink. 2. When walking near the river 
always have someone with you. 3. Learn 
to swim. 4. Always carry a large stick 
or some other device to help you keep 
afloat, should you fall in. .. .” As the 
passerby is about to tear out the set 
of rules and throw them down to the 
drowning man, he observes, “Oh, my! 
He’s gone!” 
4 

Now, there was nothing wrong with 
the rules that were set down. If ob- 
served while a person was on land they 
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147 pages, cloth, $2.00 
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might prevent drowning. But they were 
utterly useless to the man in the water 
in danger of losing his life. With all 
of his struggling he could not possibly 
observe them. What he needed was not 
a set of rules but a deliverer. 


ve 
What this old world needs is not good 
advice but Good News. It is useless to 
tell men and women what they must do 
to redeem their lives. They cannot do 
a single thing to save themselves, even 
if they desire to. What they need 
to know is what Christ has done for 
them to make new life available and 
to give them power to live lives that are 
pleasing to God. 
ye 
The great trouble with the man-made 
plans and devices to put this world in 
order is that they leave out the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who alone is able to bring 
order out of the chaos that man has 
created through willfulness and disobe- 
dience and sin. Human efforts at their 
best are imperfect and given to partial- 
ity. When nations attempt to discipline 
one another, even though the cause may 
be just, the result is likely to be war 
and hatred and bloodshed and suffering. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the only One 
unto whom has been given all power in 
Heaven and in earth (Matt, 28:18). He 
is. the only One who is able to judge 
the world in righteousness and minister 
judgment in uprightness (Psa. 9:8; 96: 
10, 13). 
$e 
Notice what follows the Lord Jesus’ 
announcement concerning the fact that 
all power has been given unto Him. 
Immediately He says to His disciples, 
and to us, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you” (vs. 19, 20). Through the 
preaching of the Gospel of salvation 
through Christ, by the teaching of the 
commandments of Christ as found in His 
Word, we may become channels of the 
peace of God, for as men and women 
come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their personal Saviour and follow Him, 
His peace will fill their hearts and minds. 
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His peace, as Paul reminds us, is a 
peace that passeth all understanding. It 
is a peace which the unregenerate world 
cannot give and cannot know, but it is 
available to every follower of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, through trust and prayer 
and supplication (Phil. 4:6, 7), and 
through believing and obedience to the 
will of God (Phil. 4:9). As we faithfully 
proclaim the way of salvation through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, individuals are 
added to His body and thus His peace 
is made available to more and more men 
and women, 

se 

However, let us not have any false 
hope that even the preaching of the Gos- 
pel is going to corivert the whole world 
at length, and usher in the Kingdom of 
God. There are those in the world who 
will not listen to or heed the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus’ Christ, but will insist 
upon going on in their own sinful and 
rebellious ways. The Bible makes it 
plain that sin and apostasy and rebellion 
against God will continue and will in- 
crease right up to the time the Lord 
Jesus returns. This should not discour- 
age us from doing our part in faithfully 
witnessing and warning men and women 
that apart from the Lord Jesus Christ 
there is no peace and no salvation for 
them. It should not deter us from doing 
all that we can, humanly speaking, to 
live at peace with one another and to 
support reasonable efforts to bring about 
peace between the nations of this world. 
But, on the other hand, true followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ will see that 
their greatest and most effective efforts 
will be the preaching of the Gospel and 
the teaching of the Word, so that all may 
have an opportunity to hear the Gospel, 
and whosoever will may be saved and 
brought into peace, first of all with God, 
through whom alone peace with our fel- 
low men finds its greatest opportunity 
and blessing. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 18 to 24 


Mon.—Proverbs 17:1-6. 
Harmony in the Home. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Better is a dry 
morsel, and quietness therewith, than 
an house full of sacrifices with. strife.” 
Religious things may exist in a home 
where peace is scarcely known. The 
cross on the wall is not as good as one 
carried on the back. Harmony in the 
home is a much better testimony to 
neighbors than religious emblems. Re- 
ligious goods are a poor substitute for 
the life God wants to see in the family. 
All who fail the domestic test fail 
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the community test also. Pray for the 
poor neglected souls in French Morocco, 


Tues.—Ruth 2:8, 15-23. 
Supporting the Home. 
PraYer Succestiens: “Where hast thou 
gleaned to day?” Work is a necessity. 
Some do much; others little. God calls 
upon all to do their share of what needs 
to be done. Support your home by 
labor, according to the ability God gives 
you. “If any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own house, 
he hath denied the faith, and is worse 
than an infidel” (1 Tim. 5:8). Pray for 
Christian workers in Arabia, 


Wed.—Psalm 178:1-8. Youth and Age. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We will not hide 
them from their children.” Age has 
great responsibility to youth. Age pos- 
sesses the Word. Those who have it 
must inculcate in young minds its truths. 
Drill God’s precepts in diligently; en- 
force them by example. Age is most to 
blame for juvenile delinquency. If 
teachers fail, what else.can be expected? 
Youth needs God’s Law as their moral 
straightedge. They need the Gospel for 
hope of pardon, peace, holiness, and 
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Heaven. Fail not to give them God’s 
truth, lest they hasten far from God. 
Pray for the twenty million people of 
Egypt. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 6:20-23. 
Heeding Parental Teaching. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “My son, keep 
thy father’s commandment, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother.” It is the 
responsibility of the parents to discipline 
and teach children. God’s command- 
ments to fathers hold fathers to account 
for the moral and spiritual welfare of 
their children. Mothers are next charge- 
able with “pedagogical responsibility. 
Child rearing for God and Heaven is 
the world’s biggest business. Pray that 
Christian parents may fulfill their God- 
appointed task, 


Fri.—Proverbs 31:10-31. 
In Praise of Womanhood. 


PRAYER SucGcEesTIoNs: “Who can find a 
virtuous woman? for her price is far 
above rubies.” Twenty-one qualities of 
honor and praise are mentioned in this 
inspired eulogium. Women who win this 
praise of husband, children, of others, 
and of God may not get their names into 
newspapers, but God who knows all will 
give them the fruit of their hands, and 
their own works will yet praise them in 
the gates of the city of God. Pray for 
work among the almost three million 
nomads of Iraq. 


Sat.—Matthew 19:3-9. 
Faithfulness in the Home. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for for- 
nication, and shall marry another, com- 
mitteth adultery: and who so marrieth 
her which is put away doth commit 
adultery.” Get your concept of mar- 
riage from Christ, not from the world. 
Let all of us who are ministers keep 
from partaking of people’s sins of infi- 
delity. The marriage vow must never 
be broken. The married are “one” until 
death separates (Rom, 7:1-3). A curse 
follows the breaking of this sacred cove- 
nant (Mal. 2;14-16 with verses 2,, 3). 
Pray for the Arab refugees from Israel 
whose plight shows little improvement. 


Sun.—Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
Teaching Religion at Home. 


PRAYER SuccesTIOons: “These words, 
which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: and thou shalt teach 
them: diligently unto thy children, and 
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou risest up.” Christian educa- 
tion in the home is thus clearly defined. 
If the Word of God gets into the heart 
of Daddy, it will be upon his lips as 
divinely demanded. God holds a father 
responsible for the Christian education 
of. his children - (see Prov. 6:20-23). 
Eternal issues hang upon this duty. Woe 
to the negligent! Pray for fathers, 
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CHVC Niagara Falls 1600 5 p.m. (EST) 
Write for complete log 
THE PEOPLE’S GOSPEL HOUR 


Box 211, Detroit 2, Michigan or 
Box 370, Truro, N. S,, Canada 














compiled Ur Grpee Bass Ramquist, — 
bristling and material. 
Easy and Effective 


and Mixed-age Groups 

Ne. 1—The original ‘Christmas Program Handbook 
published in 1952 which has won nation-wide popularity. 
Me. 2—Called forth by popular demand. Contains 
new material diff. from its pred 6 





Order TODAY from your Bookstore or 
ONDERVAN "’nsor"? 


Grand Rapids 6, Michigen 





















What is a P.M.? 


(Portable ‘Missionary) 





FREE MONTHLY NEWS OF 


RADIO TO ASIA ’S MILLIONS. 














PORTABLE MISSIONARY: A portable missionary is a radio 
set which costs $35.00. It is pre-tuned to FEBC, where the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ is broadcast 20 hours of every day. pr 

No other station can be received on these sets. | * Far East Broadcasting Co. Inc., 


$O MILLIONS MORE MAY HEAR: The FEBC, to make her | Box 1, Whittier, Calif. 
broadcasting ministry more. effective, is undertaking the Cncis be eens ab. ee grep tr 9000 ted de | 
distribution of these portable missionaries by the hundreds | gigantic task she is undertaking to bring the Gospel to 
in the islands of the Pacific and among the millions in Asia. the millions by radio. I would appreciate receiving the 
| FAR EAST BROADCASTER each month. 
HOW ARE THEY DISTRIBUTED? Portable missionaries are 
placed in the hands of native Christians of different countries. | Name......seeseeesereeecereeccseeraserecevees | 
It is not unusual for an entire village to gather around one Address 
sf bien licen o ha Gaaettn te heor. Wimnaeccsmnarstaxccpmpascsn | 
; hapa i cvescwcdspersevc Zone....... PRONG. 6's pan ace 
ONLY DAYS LEFT TO DO THE WORK OF CENTURIES! Because ” | 
eee eee -t—— e—_— ei 





we are nearing the midnight hour, FEBC feels called of God 
to reach the greatest number of souls in the shortest possible 
time. What we do must be done quickly! 























